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Introduction
The City of Novato is committed to protecting the well-being and quality of life for both current and future residents.
This includes ensuring access to clean energy, air, and water, while preserving a healthy natural environment and
preparing our city and community to adapt to the impacts of climate change.

To achieve these objectives, the Novato City Council is revising its Climate Action Plan (CAP) and updating the General
Plan Safety Element to incorporate climate adaptation and community resilience measures — and we want to hear from
you!

The revised CAP will provide a practical and actionable roadmap for reducing greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and will
help protect our environment for future generations.

Please take our CAP Survey to help us understand which GHG reduction initiatives and environmental sustainability
programs are most important to you.

Survey closes at 11:59pm on Sunday, February 23, 2025. 

A separate survey will be coming soon to obtain your feedback on climate adaptation, as part of the General Plan Safety
Element Update. 

Learn more about Novato’s Climate Action Plan at novato.org/climateaction.

Haga clic aquí para completar la encuesta en español.
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Summary Of Responses

As of February 24, 2025,  5:17 PM, this forum had: Topic Start Topic End
Attendees: 221 January 28, 2025, 10:40 AM February 23, 2025, 11:59 PM

Responses: 161
Hours of Public Comment: 8.0

QUESTION 1

Which statement best describes you? Select all that apply.

% Count

I live in Novato 90.7% 146

I work in Novato 28% 45

I go to school in Novato 28% 4

I play (recreate, shop, dine, etc.) in Novato 42.2% 67

QUESTION 2

How would you rate your knowledge about climate change?

% Count

Not at all knowledgeable 1.2% 2

Somewhat knowledgeable 48.4% 78

Very knowledgeable 50.3% 81
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% Count

Not at all concerned 7.5% 12

Somewhat concerned 19.9% 32

Extremely concerned 72.7% 117

QUESTION 4

Please rate your level of concern regarding the following climate change impacts. 1 = Not at all concerned; 2 =
Somewhat concerned; 3 = Extremely concerned

Wildfire & Poor Air Quality

% Count

1 = Not at all concerned 3.1% 5

2 = Somewhat concerned 23% 37

3 = Extremely concerned 73.9% 119

Drought & Fresh Water Supply

% Count

1 = Not at all concerned 3.1% 5

2 = Somewhat concerned 24.8% 40

3 = Extremely concerned 72% 116

% Count

8.7% 14

Extreme Weather (hotter temperatures, more severe storms, strong winds, etc.) 

1 = Not at all concerned

2 = Somewhat concerned

3 = Extremely concerned

21.1% 34
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QUESTION 3

How concerned are you about the impacts of climate change on you and your family?

70.2% 113



% Count

13% 21

44.1% 71

42.9% 69

% Count

10.6% 17

34.8% 56

54.7% 88

% Count

10.6% 17

35.4% 57

Flooding & Sea Level Rise 

1 = Not at all concerned

2 = Somewhat concerned

3 = Extremely concerned

Species & Biodiversity Loss 

1 = Not at all concerned

2 = Somewhat concerned

3 = Extremely concerned

Food Production

1 = Not at all concerned

2 = Somewhat concerned

3 = Extremely concerned 54% 87

QUESTION 5

If there are additional climate change impacts that deeply concern you, please share them below.

Answered 47

Skipped 114
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ability access air all areas being change child children climate concerned costs due energy everywhere extreme
fires health housing impact impacts issues like loss make more natural novato plastic power public quality result

solutions sure they vulnerable water weather why

*Read full responses on page 14



QUESTION 6

Please rate your level of concern regarding climate change impacts on the following areas. 1 = Not at all
concerned; 2 = Somewhat concerned; 3 = Extremely concerned

% Count

7.5% 12

18.6% 30

73.9% 119

% Count

6.8% 11

22.4% 36

70.8% 114

% Count

20.5% 33

51.6% 83

28% 45

Natural Environment

1 = Not at all concerned

2 = Somewhat concerned

3 = Extremely concerned

Health and Well-Being

1 = Not at all concerned

2 = Somewhat concerned

3 = Extremely concerned

Homes and Property Values

1 = Not at all concerned

2 = Somewhat concerned

3 = Extremely concerned

Future Generations

6 | communityfeedback.opengov.com/14232 Created with OpenGov | February 24, 2025,  5:17 PM

Climate Action Plan Survey

What environmental sustainability programs and climate action initiatives are most important to you?

% Count

6.8% 11

14.9% 24

78.3% 126

1 = Not at all concerned 

2 = Somewhat concerned 

3 = Extremely concerned



% Count

13% 21

49.1% 79

37.9% 61

% Count

6.2% 10

42.2% 68

Economic Prosperity

1 = Not at all concerned 2 

= Somewhat concerned 3 

= Extremely concerned

Public Infrastructure

1 = Not at all concerned 2 

= Somewhat concerned 3 

= Extremely concerned
51.6% 83

QUESTION 7

How motivated are you to take action to address climate change?

% Count

Not at all motivated 6.8% 11

Less motivated 4.3% 7

Somewhat motivated 37.3% 60

Extremely motivated 51.6% 83
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QUESTION 8

If you selected ‘somewhat motivated’ or ‘extremely motivated’, please select your top THREE motivators for
taking action on climate change.

% Count

I am concerned for future generations 67.1% 98

I want to help protect wildlife and ecosystems 57.5% 84

I want to protect air and water 52.7% 77

I am seeing the effects of climate change in the
environment around me

47.9% 70

I am concerned about being directly affected by
climate change

19.3% 31

I want to help protect vulnerable people 24.% 35

It provides me with non-environmental benefits,
like improvements to my health

8.2% 12

It saves me money 4.8% 7

Other 6.2% 10

QUESTION 9

What barriers are preventing you from taking action to prevent climate change and protect our environment?
Select all the apply.

% Count

37.2% 58

30.8% 48

15.4% 24

5.8% 9

20.5% 32

I’m not sure where to start and need more 
information and/or support

I don’t feel like I can make a difference

It’s too expensive

I’m not concerned about climate change 

Not Applicable
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Other 26.3% 41



QUESTION 10

Please indicate which of the following statements is true for you. Select all that apply.

% Count

I do not own/drive a car 2.5% 4

I use public transit as my primary mode of
transportation

5.0% 8

I walk or bike as my primary mode of
transportation

12.4% 20

I currently drive an electric vehicle 25.5% 41

I plan on buying an electric bike 4.4% 7

I drive a gas-powered vehicle, but my next vehicle
will be electric

42.2% 68

I drive a gas-powered vehicle, and do not plan on
switching to an electric vehicle

30.4% 49

QUESTION 11

If a car is your primary mode of transportation, what are the main reasons for this choice? Select all that apply.

% Count

61.6% 93

96.5% 105

24.5% 37

40.4% 61

Quicker travel time

Convenience

Safety

Public transit is not close enough to my home, 
work, and/or school
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Limited infrastructure for safe biking or walking 29.8% 45

Other 24.5% 37



QUESTION 12

What would motivate you to try alternative modes of transportation?

Answered 92

Skipped 69

access all also better bike bikes biking bus car cars convenient electric frequent from hybrid infrastructure
lanes like more nothing novato public reliable routes safe safer schedule school smart station stop system t they train transit

transportation use walking within

QUESTION 13

Please indicate which of the following statements is true for you.

% Count

I have transitioned all my appliances to electric
models

6.8% 11

I have transitioned some of my appliances to
electric models

30.4% 49

I am planning to replace my gas-appliances with
electric models when they need to be replaced

23% 37

I do not plan on replacing my gas-appliances with
electric models

23% 37

I am renting/do not own my appliances 16.8% 27
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environment? Select all that apply.

% Count

Purchasing 100% renewable electricity (Deep
Green) from MCE

25.5% 41

Placing food scraps and garden debris in my green
Recology cart or in a home compost system

88.8% 143

Using reusable bags, cups, straws, cutlery, etc. and
avoiding single-use items

87.6% 141

Planting native, drought tolerant, and/or pollinator
species

67.7% 109

Purchasing people and planet friendly products
(non-toxic, recycled, organic, durable, etc.)

71.4% 115

Buying items second-hand (clothes, furniture,
books, etc.)

51.6% 83

Using energy efficiently and
insulating/weatherizing my home or business to
stops drafts

54.7% 88

Replaced/replacing gas appliance with electric
models

31.7% 51

Coordinating travel to reduce number of trips 47.8% 77

Commuting to work or school by biking, walking,
carpooling, or taking public transit

21.1% 34

Reducing food waste 78.3% 126

Using water wisely 82.6% 133

Installed/installing a solar energy system 31.1% 50

Using electric landscape equipment 29.8% 48

Placing recyclable materials in my blue Recology
cart

90.7% 146

Driving an electric vehicle 24.8% 40

Other 17.0% 27
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QUESTION 14

Have you taken, or are you currently taking, any of the actions below to prevent climate change and protect our



QUESTION 15

If you have not taken, or are not currently taking any of the actions above, which action from the list below would
you be most willing/likely to take?

% Count

Purchasing 100% renewable electricity (Deep
Green) from MCE

6.8% 11

Placing food scraps and garden debris in my green
Recology cart or in a home compost system

3.1% 5

Using reusable bags, cups, straws, cutlery, etc. and
avoiding single-use items

0.6% 1

Planting native, drought tolerant, and/or pollinator
species

4.3% 7

Purchasing people and planet friendly products
(non-toxic, recycled, durable, etc.)

1.2% 2

Buying items second-hand (clothes, furniture,
books, etc.)

4.3% 7

Using energy efficiently and
insulating/weatherizing my home or business to
stops drafts

3.1% 5

Replacing gas appliance with electric model upon
burnout

4.3% 7

Coordinating travel to reduce number of trips 2.5% 4

Commuting to work or school by biking, walking,
carpooling, or taking public transit

3.1% 5

Reducing food waste 1.2% 2

Using water wisely 1.2% 2

Installing a solar energy system 13.7% 22

Placing recyclable materials in my blue Recology
cart

0.6% 1

Driving an electric vehicle 15.5% 25

Not Applicable 26.7% 43

Other 7.5% 12
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QUESTION 16

Please rank the following areas, in order of importance, that you’d like the City to prioritize over the next 5 years
to encourage residents/businesses to take climate action. Click on items to rank them – you’ll be able to modify
the order as you go.

1. Restore and enhance public green spaces (including planting trees) to increase carbon storage

2. Expand safe walking and cycling routes

3. Support expansion of recycling and composting initiatives

4. Develop and deliver educational initiatives to support residents and businesses to reduce emissions

5. Support the installation of more electric vehicle charging stations

6. Adopt regulations to accelerate the conversion of gas appliances to electric models

QUESTION 17

Do you have any other suggestions on how Novato can support climate action?

Answered 75

Skipped 86

also bike buildings car change climate do electric emissions fire food from gas get green homes housing infrastructure initiatives into just

make more need novato only out people public recycling reduce residents s school so solar some stop

support t

13 | communityfeedback.opengov.com/14232 Created with OpenGov | February 24, 2025,  5:17 PM

Climate Action Plan Survey

What environmental sustainability programs and climate action initiatives are most important to you?

*Read full responses on page 20



Climate Action Plan Survey – Open Responses 

Question 5: If there are additional climate change impacts that deeply concern you, please 
share them below.  

Impacts on vulnerable people especially the elderly. 

Loss of property tax revenue due to housing losses; Housing losses; no federal assistance for us 

I am concerned about all of the issues mentioned above. I am also concerned that they are 
misleadingly couched as being the result of climate change. Fresh water, air quality, species loss, 
food production, extreme weather, and wildfires all have many causes, none of which are a theory 
called 'climate change’. It’s an illogical premise and is collapsing a theory with real issues that have 
real solutions— solutions which are not properly evaluated when they are erroneously stated as a 
result of climate change. The survey is deeply flawed and needs to be changed. 

Indirect/direct consequences on human health (ex: more vulnerable senior citizens and children) 

Living in poverty makes it difficult for some community members to prepare for disasters and to be 
resilient when they happen. 

Education about climate change for all residents, including children/students 

Housing mandates that completely ignore the dangers the community currently faces due to 
climate change 

It is a lie. The books have been cooked and the science is NOT settled. None of the predictions of 
gloom and doom have come true. 

global warming 

I am concerned but not informed enough to know if this will impact me in my lifetime/how it will 

Economic impacts and social unrest 

Plastic pollution 

recovering from the a natural disaster; FEMA having the proper funds; Insurance providing 
protection; 

Population displacement 

air quality not associated with wildfires 

Biomass Facilities being explored by non-climate friendly companies north of Novato and the 
impact just one large facility might have on adding more facilities 
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I am concerned by the inequitable access to resources and funding to lessen the impact of climate 
change. 

I think it might be cheaper for government to buy homes in low areas rather than building and 
maintaining costly levees forever. 

Learning loss and public health 

The results of climate change will greatly impact being able to live in areas affected by sea level rise 
as well as fire prone areas. Therefore housing 

Overpopulation 

Increase in viral infections and pandemics. 

Continued access to open space trails. Public transportation and bike access for getting around 
Novato. Tree planting to reduce heat extremes in cities. 

green infrastructure 

How politics has not worked in tandem to solve the challenges 

Social injustice due to climate change 

Loss of wildlife and natural habitat; ocean/bay/watershed pollution 

Extreme weather events 

Wetland restoration; storm water reuse and management; street sweeper should be used after the 
garbage is picked up like San Rafael; increasing our recycling programs; etc. 

More extreme weather, like high winds and flash flooding contributes to soil erosion. Health impact 
of extreme weather. 

less resource allocation per individual 

The continued denial of climate change by political and industry leaders 

Air quality 

Energy use, building and HVAC efficiency and associated costs/utility bills; rebate programs for 
resiliency. Also PG&E power outages and emergency backup power. 

Novato should make sure brush etc is cleared to prevent fires from getting worse. Make sure 
homeless are not camping out near areas like forests where they could start fires either 
accidentally or on purpose 

Impact on our children, and their ability to thrive in this city in the future. 

Loss of natural habitat or species leaving (or trying to). 
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Energy Production and Waste Management 

I am concerned about the impacts of lobbies on our safety and ability to fight. Microphone are 
everywhere yet I had groceries every day in requested plastic bags. Why are they not banned? And 
why doesn't Novato have water bottle filling stations everywhere for the public to encourage fewer 
plastic bottles being used? Plastics lobby needs to be denied access to Novato politics. 

energy costs 

concerned about the negative impact of climate change on vulnerable people and populations 

The multitude of efforts to just engineer solutions with more extractive industrialism rather than 
deal with the core issues of the problem. 

Question 12: What would motivate you to try alternative modes of transportation? 

more bikeshares, more trains, more buses 

if I had a shuttle from my house to the SMART Train stop 

nothing. I drive very little. If I got a new car, probably a hybrid. 

Living in a different part of the world? 

More convenience. 

If it went where I wanted to go, I would be likely to use it. 

Being able to physically handle it. E.g. carrying enough groceries or handle a cart 

More police to cite drivers not stopping at stop signs and not leaving 3' distance for cyclists. 

A robust system, covering most streets within a few blocks, operating on a timely schedule. That 
said, I live in a senior mobile home park quite remote from any likely routes. 

When I bike at night from the train station, I don't feel safe from vehicles. Better bike lanes would 
help. 

More information about public transit in Novato, more flexibility with smart train schedule 

I would be further motivated to use public transit if I felt that the different transit agencies were 
working to make it easier to transfer out of their systems, such as coordinating their schedules 
more closely. Ut would also help if service frequency increased such that folks did not have to wait 
30-60 minutes for the next bus. I think buses need to be given priority at intersections and bus
shelters could also use improvement, because they are oftentimes old and do not offer sufficient
protections from the sun and rain. A pole with a bus stop sign is simply insufficient.
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Una de las cosas que me preocupa es que con el cambio climático haya más enfermedades y 
que no haya suficiente trabajo para las personas que trabajan de jardineros.
[One of the things that worries me is that with climate change there will be more diseases and 
that there will not be enough work for people who work as gardeners.]



If more available 

affordable electric truck. 

More reliable and frequent public transportation. 

More bike lanes 

Safe pathways. Currently, my walk to downtown passes through the Lee garner homeless 
encampment. I’ve had multiple dogs within the camp charge me while walking by. 

A school bus system!! This would take so many cars off the road. 

Safer streets for bikes and pedestrians. I appreciate the upgrades recently made to Novato's 
streets, but some places, like the freeway overpasses still feel very unsafe. 

safe routes. our home is in a more rural area with no sidewalks and fast speed limits. 

Be honest with me about how my driving impacts the environment. Stop trying to shove EVs down 
our throats. 

If I couldn't drive. 

a bus stop in my neighborhood 

if a train station was within walking distance .25-.5 miles 

Safer bike routes, e-bike rebates 

Electric cars are too expensive. If I buy used the batteries are near the end of their lifetime. 

Having a safe way to get my child to/from school 

Cannot answer this question. Am a senior adult & this is my choice of transportation. 

Protected bike pathways and roads free from cars. Safer pedestrian walkways throughout Novato 
especially to take kids to school 

safer bike lanes, more crosswalks, traffic calming measures on busy roads to slow down cars 

More frequent and convenient stops 

I am motivated. That's not the issue. The issue is escaping from our car-dependent infrastructure. 
Using anything but a car to get around is difficult and dangerous. 

better infrastructure for bikes and walking; and limiting cars’ ability to go wherever they like and 
their speed limits 30 mph is too fast. 

More safe and separate places to ride a bike. Painted bike lanes are not good enough to ride with my 
wife or kid. 
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More bike infrastructure 

Better biking infrastructure and completion of the North-South Greenway segment from McInnis 
Park to Hamilton Station 

Better infrastructure 

safer intersections for biking 

Must have a public transit system that is reasonably priced and actually goes somewhere. Currently 
Promised bike paths are pipe dreams 

A better and more robust network of public transportation and biking infrastructure. 

Self-driving electric taxi cars that are many and cheap and frequent. 

Free trials/rides, more information/sharing experiences, more methods of public transport/times 

Bikes lanes and sidewalks w trees - Novato is lacking all of this 

I do have a Hybrid. You need to include that option on your list. 

more frequent buses and routs that go in any areas. 

Safer and dedicated biking and walking infrastructure to ensure safety among our children for 
independent mobility through Novato to and from school! 

Convenient public transportation 

Higher and easier to use sub cities and rebates. Lower prices. Better quality American made 
Plugging hybrid cars. I've tried out a few electric bicycles and they're extraordinarily dangerous, To 
the operator to other pedestrians end to wildlife and they are nasty to nature they don't belong on 
bike trails. 

I would ride my bike to the store, but bike theft is a constant problem. 

Cleaner, more convenient public transportation 

Accessibility and reliability 

access and convenience 

easier access and affordability 

Cheaper, direct routes to work 

nothing 

Access 
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Better bike paths, lanes and road striping. Also, I love the SMART Train, but the hours are limited. 

Know more about it 

Availability 

more carpooling in my community 

Cost, frequency, reliability, punctuality 

more chargers for electric vehicles conveniently located in all commercial spaces 

I have a plug-in hybrid next car would be all electric. 

Better and reliable system and access 

More public transportation trips, including later in the evening. 

More frequency. Sometimes the smart train will be multiple hours before the next one... also, 
sometimes the smart train will hit someone and the service will shut down and they just won't tell 
you on when you're at the station. 

Better infrastructure and public transit options (more frequent trains and buses, ubiquitous bike 
share and EV charging) 

More charging stations for EV’s 

There is none for most of my travel 

Better access to public transportation and exclusive bike lanes. 

Better SMART train connection times with the Larkspur Ferry schedule. Better options for faster and 
multi-modal commutes for 'last-mile'. 

Nothing 

More alternative options like carpooling within Marin County. 

A direct bike path to whole Foods 

Nothing 

If I could afford to replace my car with an electric car. 

European style investment in infrastructure. Bikes and trains everywhere. 

Reliable and convenient public transportation. 

Access 
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I use them when I can, but often they are cumbersome from a time standpoint for the longer 
distances. 

More frequent and available buses that are free 

More frequent smart train runs. A better schedule 

Nothing 

Nothing 

More safe infrastructure such as sidewalks, protected bike lanes. Also, reduced speed limits in 
areas of moderate-high pedestrian/bike traffic. 

More reliable public transportation 

I already own an electric car, I don't walk because I have arthritis in my feet. 

Clearly marked bike lanes or a construction of bike paths throughout Novato 

If the train depot in Petaluma was closer to downtown (shorter walking distance) 

Again, public transportation, carpooling, and biking are just awkward for me. I am not interested in 
purchasing another car in the near future but am interested in much more sustainable biofuels for 
my current vehicle, like working with algal blooms as a fuel resource. 

Question 17: Do you have any other suggestions on how Novato can support climate action? 

Remove barriers to electrification such as onerous permitting and difficult permitting processes, 
long wait times, high expense. This is the number one issue with Novato being able to do good is 
that the city permitting process is notoriously slow, expensive, and hard on people that want to do 
the right thing, but need to jump through unnecessary hoops to do so. 

Climate change has been around for thousands of years. Forcing people to change to electric puts 
a huge financial burden. Forcing people instance many homes in Novato aware built when gas was 
the primary source of energy. The current electrical layout of these many homes will require costs 
to upgrade the wiring, etc. If there is a desire to be all electric it should be limited to new building 
only. 

incentives to buy EV's and home charging stations, incentive to buy heat pumps, electric furnaces, 
water heaters, appliances 

Plant (the right) Trees (for God's sakes not crape myrtle). We have room. It's not expensive. Some 
people can donate labor. I can donate some money. 
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Dar prioridad a los peatones/ciclistas frente a los vehículos, mejorar las infraestructuras 
(señalización, acceso, iluminación, etc.)
[Prioritize pedestrians/cyclists over vehicles, better infrastructure (signaling, access, lighting, etc.)]



As mentioned, the regulations are ahead of the necessary infrastructure; the goal is admirable. 
Novato can assist in making the goal a convenient reality for community members as we all know 
convenience is a commodity. 

It isn't only regulations we need, we also need financial incentives and financial aid to convert gas 
appliances to electric. Don't invest in more recycling. Do invest in industrial composting, so that all 
those green 'plastics' can be composted along with our food and yard waste. 

Yes, shift focus to resilience instead of trying to prevent. E.g. stop allowing so much pavement; 
require more fire reduction efforts for homeowners; figure out where to stash everyone who is 
flooded out or homeless due to fire; plan for long stretches of reduced property tax revenue. 

Yes, stop calling it climate action, and start calling it environmentally-responsible practices. No 
more composting initiatives until there is way more education- have you seen what people are 
putting into the compost? It is unsafe and environmentally harmful to use compost that comes 
from what people are putting in the bins. 

After the LA fire it should be 100% clear that wildfire is an existential threat to our city, we need to 
get highly flammable plants like juniper out of our yards, it’s crazy how many homes have entire 
front yards planted with juniper, the Firewise message isn't getting through 

More ways to get the community involved - not sure exactly, but perhaps family oriented events like 
fairs to increase engagement. 

The city needs to be more proactive with the housing shortage as a means of reducing its 
emissions. Perhaps the city should considering approving the construction of various missing 
"middle housing" types. Understandably, medium to large apartment buildings are some of the only 
worthwhile projects for developers, but perhaps the city can be more proactive by themselves 
reaching out to developers that are willing to more 3-4 story buildings across Novato, instead of 
fearing the 8-10 story building application that leaves such a bad impression in the minds of 
residents when it comes to building new housing. Construction needs to happen one way or 
another, so I would rather the city take more steps to "get ahead" of the large developers while still 
aiming to meet the housing demand. 

Enforce the municipal codes that are already in place for garbage. Address the lack of support for 
downtown residents in safe walking routes. 

Improve alternative transportation networks, don’t just focus on electric vehicles. Electric vehicles 
are going to save the car manufacturers, not the environment. Encourage shopping local. Consider 
downtown trolley to reduce car trips downtown. Charge for parking, specifically demand pricing. 
Consider accessory commercial units to make communities more walkable. 

Provide funding to public schools to improve waste sorting and school gardens. 

Last week our gas furnace broke and we paid to fully replace the system. We had to go with gas 
although our climate is very important to our household. It would have nearly been $25k ($15k for 
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the electrical panel) to upgrade. If regulations take place, 100% financial assistance should be 
provided. 

Families with children in school and extracurricular activities cannot realistically use walking, 
cycling or public transit to get around. However, many parents are in their cars for hours each day to 
bring their children to school and activities. A school bus system would greatly reduce the number 
of cars on the road. I wonder if Novato could partner with Marin Transit to create routes that 
logistically work for students (including elementary school)! 

Why can't we have a community garden? It's quite shameful and mystifying that this hasn't 
happened yet. It would help people eat healthier food for less cost. 

Thank you! 

Two suggestions. 1: Limit growth that only serves Sacramento politicians 2: Educate residents and 
businesses about upcycling and repair vs replacing everything every X years (more broad than just 
'reducing emissions') 

Do not regulate appliances. Electricity is way too expensive. It is hitting our poorest and senior 
citizens the most. I am firmly against regulating how we heat our homes and which appliances/car 
we buy. 

Stop wasting money on this lie. Stop being blackmailed by CARB. Clean up the mess we have 
already made. Be honest about the "science". 

continue to transition to City purchases/processes to achieve the applicable items listed in "Have 
you taken, or are you currently taking, any of the actions below to prevent climate change and 
protect our environment? " 

I would like Recology to supply smaller green cans to put my food scraps in. I am disabled and it is 
extremely hard to haul a large green can to the curb on garbage night, just for a small amount of 
food scraps. 

More education and knowledge. Incentives. 

Don't allow the Costco gas station and expand safe (ideally Class I) bike paths 

Hanging clothes out to dry on a line. Could be suggested to save gas power. It almost never rains in 
Novato and everyone uses a dryer to dry clothes. 

Support installation of more electric vehicle charging stations 

Support local firefighters with housing. Management of fire safe initiatives and alerts 

Recycling is not adequate. No convenient paint recycling. Every other week schedules are 
confusing, hard to understand and not enforced 
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Build bike lanes/multi-use paths. No one will get out of their car if the alternatives are either non-
existent or obviously dangerous. 

I wish we had buses integrated into SMARTs schedule 

Electric cars are not the solution. Holding oil companies accountable will be part of the solution. 
We build roads using Tar, a by-product of oil companies. Car tires are also made using oil by 
products. Oil companies are the issue, not individual actions. 

More bike infrastructure 

Novato can reduce congestion and improve safety by changing some stoplight intersections to 
roundabouts. 

Electric vehicles are not a solution, or even much of an improvement. Please no more charging 
stations. 

Fix Public Transportation 

Thank you for pushing this forward! I hope you keep up the pace. 

Plan and spend on living with coming sea rise rather than reducing emissions, that are just replaced 
from emission increases overseas. 

Incentivize ppl to plant trees - most front yards in the flat lands are like barren. Get bike lanes asap. 

Use some of the money from "M" that was passed to plant more trees and maintain those already 
planted by adding staff as well as supplies to make it happen. 

Invest in green spaces and improve public spaces with greens and sitting areas. 

Create more infrastructure that supports cycling and walking in Novato such as bike share 
programs, reliable buses, bike lanes with bollards/cones to ensure safety among cyclists/walkers, 
bring back school buses, 

How do you convince people to care, and to not be so wasteful? 

Do not sell one single piece of city on the property. It's not yours a short-term or long-term public 
servants to sell it is not yours it is ours the Nevada taxpayers and we want to keep our things forever. 
They're not making more land. 

Make a program to encourage existing commercial buildings to include solar rooftops, either by a 
future date and/or by business tax incentives. Enlist the Chamber of Commerce to help. 

Address food deserts, expanding access to affordable and local food. Look into adopting 
Petaluma's Reusable Cup Project. 

Budget appropriately to get these things done. Recognize that residents may not be able to afford to 
meet conversion regulations or the purchase of alternative electric vehicles. 
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Anything to support solar power for homes, businesses and public buildings (monetary incentives, 
reduction in red tape/bureaucracy) 

Adopt regulations to support residents and businesses to reduce outdoor light pollution 

Improving our roadways to support more active transportation (walking/biking/e-biking/etc) seems 
like the most obvious and most equitable steps the city of Novato can take to reduce our carbon 
emissions. We already spend millions each year to repave a small selection of our roads. Let's do it 
right. Each road repavement project is an opportunity to rebuild the road so it's safer for people 
outside of a car. If Novato had a safe and functional network of protected bike facilities that lead to 
places of interest, then our city residents would have a real alternative to driving within Novato for 
everyday errands and tasks and wouldn’t have to rely on using their cars for every single excursion. 
It would also help us maintain our small-town charm despite an increase in population. 

Coordinate with our other public entities to maximize our work -- need to increase recycling and 
reuse; and, remind folks we need to turn off lights when not needed .. etc.. 

No to approve the Costco Mega Gas Station 

Make public transportation free for the rider, make it a parcel tax 

Moving to renewable energy sources will make a big difference, but PGE's profiteering is a 
significant blocker to adoption. Novato, with other Marin County towns, should look at establishing 
a municipal power provider that puts community needs ahead of shareholders. 

The above section is very poorly constructed 

As part of educational initiatives, bring awareness about rebate programs or other forms of financial 
assistance to building owners to make existing buildings more sustainable and energy efficient, IE: 
to support the construction/purchase costs for sustainable modernization of older buildings 

Stop wasting our tax dollars! 

Initiatives already taken are not enforced, e.g. putting food scraps in the green bin, and eliminating 
gas landscaping equipment, such as leaf blowers. Some people just ignore it not sure if this is I 
don’t care attitude or a lack of education on consequences. Do people realize that methane from 
leaf blowers is many more times polluting than carbon dioxide. 

Abolish Novato Climate Action. It is a waste of public funds. Bring in more shopping competition to 
Novato to lower prices. 

Stop asking individuals to figure out however to solve this and listen to experts. Make a decision and 
go hard at it. Remove old think from your institutions and challenge those who claim to be making a 
difference but are really just gaming the systems. Want us all on solar? Subsidize solar. Want us all 
on electric appliances? Lead the space in converting your community. Individuals can only do so 
much - it takes our leaders making decisions and paving the way for change. 
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Start by targeting business first. The bigger the business the worse their environmental impact is 
when compared to the small household. 

Converting green spaces to locally native plant species that can withstand drought and educating 
the public (i.e., demonstration gardens) that also reduce fire risk. 

Limit Amazon deliveries or put a surcharge on deliveries to address emissions and waste generation. 
Close HS school campuses for lunch period to reduce traffic and emissions. Provide assistance to 
apartment residents for recycling opportunities, and build into the building codes. Existing apartment 
landlords are not responsive or provide space for recycling activities. Look into the possibility of car and 
truck idling laws, many people wait for school children and or delivery services for home and business 
often leave their car running more than 30 seconds, this increases emissions from vehicles. Work with 
ABAG and the State so we can have a uniform approach across the region, you cannot have just one city 
do this and get the behavior change needed to accomplish any climate change. This last issue is the 
most important. 

We are facing unprecedented drought and fire conditions beyond what we have already seen across 
California. We need to create infrastructure to withstand massive influxes of climate disaster 
refugees. Including new housing development and emergency housing infrastructure. 

Do some honest research into real scientists who can prove to you that climate change is a bogus 
claim that is being made to try to control the population. 

We will need to secure better PGE supply…. Their tariffs are only going up and they hold a 
monopoly. The regional electric infrastructure MUST be addressed as a whole if any of the city’s 
initiatives are to be successful 

Give out good compost for cheap or free, have labels on the recycling and compost cans showing what 
goes in, and more recycling cans next to trash cans around town to give people a choice. Also more 
information about plastic bag usage and it's detriment to the ecology and how to reuse and recycle 
them (what places take plastic bags and plastic wrap) planting events for the creeks, Place watering 
stations at strategic points around Novato. Incentivize landlords to install solar on the rooftops of the 
homes they rent. Tax breaks, or some kind of reimbursement or even a way for tenants to be involved in 
getting them to get solar. Also, weatherproofing their homes they rent out better 

No and I feel the City should focus on issues that have more local and immediate impact vs global 
issues 

develop a strategy for resisting upcoming federal attempts to restrict or limit local environmental 
initiatives 

Restoring soil health and watershed function needs to be the systemic focus in addressing the 
issues of the climate crisis. Please visit the folks over at the Land and Leadership Initiative 
(https://www.landandleadership.org/) and the Rehydrate California Initiative 
(https://www.rehydratecalifornia.org/). 
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Que haya programas de ayuda financiera (incentivos) para ayudar a las personas a hacer el cambio de 
artículos de gas por eléctricos, para cambiar las ventanas y ayudar a mantener una temperatura 
adecuada en la casa sin tener que utilizar artículos de refrigeración o calefacción.
[That there be financial aid programs (incentives) to help people change from gas to electric items, to 
change windows and help maintain an adequate temperature in the house without having to use cooling 
or heating items.]
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