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CITY OF NOVATO

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION
Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, September 6, 2023 - 7:00 PM

A. CONVENE, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND ROLL CALL
The Design Review Commission meeting began at 7:00 PM.

Commission Present: Commissioners Kevin Jacobs, Joe Farrell, Michael Barber,
Tim Roche and Michelle Derviss

Commission Absent: Commissioner Mark Schatz

Staff Present: Planning Manager Steve Marshall, Senior Planner Vivek Damodaran
B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

COMMISSION ACTION: Upon motion by Vice Chair Barber and seconded by

Commissioner Farrell, the Design Review Commission voted 5-0-0-1 via roll call

to approve the final agenda.

AYES: Commissioners Jacobs, Barber, Farrell, Derviss, and Roche

NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Commissioner Schatz

Motion carried.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT - None

D. CONSENT ITEMS
D.1. - Minutes of March 15, 2023 (MB, JF, & KJ)
D.2. - Minutes of April 5, 2023 (MB, JF, & KJ)
D.3. - Minutes of April 19, 2023 (MS, KJ, MD, & TR)

D.4. - Minutes of May 3, 2023 (JF, KJ, & MS)
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D.5. - Minutes of June 7, 2023 (JF, MB, & MS)
D.6. — Minutes of August 23, 2023 (MB, JF, KJ, & MS)

COMMISSION ACTION: Upon motion by Vice Chair Barber and seconded by
Commissioner Farrell, the Design Review Commission voted 5-0-0-1 via roll call
to approve the consent calendar with a correction to the minutes of March 15,
2023, to correct the spelling of Commissioner Jacobs name.

AYES: Commissioners Jacobs, Barber, Farrell, Derviss, and Roche
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Commissioner Schatz

Motion carried.
E. CONTINUED ITEMS - None
F. PUBLIC HEARING

F.1. GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH BUILDING ADDITIONS
P2022-114; DESIGN REVIEW
APN 160-150-03; 1110 HIGHLAND DRIVE

Senior Planner Damodaran presented the staff report and provided a brief overview
of the project details and history.

John Hunter, Applicant’s Representative, presented the project design, site plan,
and a description of the proposed lighting and landscaping.

Commissioner Derviss observed that the wall lighting fixtures may not have deep
enough hoods and expressed concerns about the lighting creating hot spots for
those viewing from below the project site, she suggested the applicant select a
deeper cut-off hood for the lighting or a lamp that is recessed into the fixture for the
exterior building lighting.

Commissioner Roche expressed his concerns about the potential for vandalism at
or near the glass elevator.

Commissioner Farrell commented that the quantity of exterior lighting shown in the
renders is concerning.

Mr. Hunter responded that the render is illustrative and shows more lighting than
what may be installed and that the plans will be refined when preparing construction
detail drawings for a building permit submittal.

Vice Chair Barber agreed with Commissioner Derviss’ comments regarding lighting
and suggested recessed lighting for the fixtures affixed to the building. He also
expressed concerns with the level of detail provided in the landscaping and lighting
plan and requested those components of the project be brought back to the
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commission for final action. He had no concerns regarding the architecture of the
proposed building additions.

Commissioner Farrell agreed with Vice Chair Barber that he too would want to see
a more complete landscaping and lighting plan but had no issues with the proposed
building additions.

Chair Jacobs opened the public hearing
There were no members of the public present.
Chair Jacobs closed the public hearing.

COMMISSION ACTION: Upon motion by Commissioner Farrell and second by
Commissioner Roche, the Design Review Commission voted 5-0-0-1 via roll
call to recommend the Planning Commission and City Council conditionally
approve the building massing, site design, height increase, and architecture
for the proposed building additions at the Nativity of Christ Greek Orthodox
Church located at 1110 Highland Drive, and that staff's recommended
conditions of approval be amended to require the construction detail
landscaping and lighting plan to be presented to the Design Review
Commission for final approval following the City Council’s decision on the
project.

AYES: Commissioners Barber, Farrell, Jacobs, Derviss, and Roche
NOES: None
ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: Commissioner Schatz
Motion Carried.

G. WORKSHOPS - NONE
H. GENERAL BUSINESS
. ADJOURNMENT
The Design Review Commission adjourned the meeting at 7:50 pm.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the
Design Review Commission meeting of March 05, 2025.

/Steve Marshall/
Steve Marshall, Deputy Community Development Director
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