s,

A

N

CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission
Agenda
Wednesday, March 26, 2025 - 6:00 PM

Novato City Hall
Council Chambers, 901 Sherman Ave

Chair
Pamela Luk

Vice Chair
Allison Skinner

Members

Chandra Alexandre, Cliff Jacobs, Vladimir Matviishin,

Sophia Osotio, Carlos Solis

Staff Liaisons
Drew Bendickson

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this
meeting, please contact the City Clerk at (415) 899-8986. Notification at least 48 hours prior to the meeting
will enable the City to make reasonable accommodation to help ensure accessibility to this meeting. The
Multicultural Advisory Commission may discuss and/or take action on any or all of the items listed on the
agenda irrespective of how the agenda items are described.

Public Participation/Comment Instructions

Members of the Public may participate and provide public comments to meetings as follows:

e  Written public comments may be submitted by email to mac@novato.org Written public comments
received more than 3 hours before the start of the meeting will be distributed to the Commission.
Written public comment received after the three-hour cut-off, including during and after the meeting,
will be collected and placed in the public record. Written public comments will not be read during the

meeting.

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
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APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

PUBLIC COMMENT
There is a three-minute time limit to speak although the Chair may shorten the time based on the
number of speakers or other factors. A speaker may not yield his or her time to another speaker.

For issues raised during Public Comment that are not on the published agenda, except as otherwise
provided under the Ralph M. Brown Act, no action can legally be taken. The Commission may direct that
the item be referred to the Staff Liaison for action or may schedule the item on a subsequent agenda.

CONSENT ITEMS

All matters listed on the Consent Item are considered to be routine and will be enacted by a single vote
of the Commission. There will be no separate discussion unless specific items are removed from the
Consent Item for separate discussion and action. Any Commissioner may remove an item from the
Consent Item and place it under General Business for discussion.

D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from February 26, 2025
UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS

None.

GENERAL BUSINESS
These items include significant and administrative actions of special interest and will usually include a
presentation and discussion by the Commission. They will be enacted upon by a separate vote.

F.1. Discuss United Against Hate Week and Indigenous People's Day Event
Opportunities and Provide Staff with Event & Theme Direction in Alignment with the
2025 Work Plan

COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)

This section is used for Commissioners to orally report on topics that can be considered for discussion at
a future meeting. Items must have been sent to staff 10 calendar days prior to the meeting to be
included in the agenda.

None.

COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS
This section is for Commissioners and Staff Liaisons to provide oral updates as related to the
commission

H.1. Commissioner Reports

H.2. Staff Liaison Reports
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. ADJOURNMENT

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
I, Drew Bendickson, certify that on the Wednesday before the Multicultural Advisory Commission
meeting of March 26, 2025 the agenda was posted on the City Community Service Board at 922
Machin Avenue and on the City’s website at novato.orq in Novato, California.

/Drew Bendickson/
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager

HO0E0E

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, NextDoor & Nixle
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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission

Draft Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 26, 2025

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Meeting called to order by Chair Luk at 6:02 pm.
Commissioners Present: Pamela Luk, Sophia Osotio, Allison Skinner, Carlos Solis, Cliff
Jacobs, Chandra Alexandre
Commissioners Absent: Vladimir Matviishin, Sloan Takeuchi-Ross

Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Katie Gauntlett,
Recreation Division Manager Alexandra Kambur, and Community Services Division Manager
Drew Bendickson

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner
Osotio. The Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre, Solis
NOES:
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
1. Keith Buchignani
D. CONSENT ITEMS
D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from January 22, 2025

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Vice Chair
Skinner. The Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve the meeting minutes of January 22, 2025.

AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre, Solis
NOES:
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross
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E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS
None.
F. GENERAL BUSINESS

F.1. Review and Provide Direction on the Format and Date for the Multicultural
Advisory Commission’s 2025 Diversity Day Cultural Game Night Event

Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson presented options for the 2025
Diversity Day Cultural Game Night event format and possible dates. He outlined two primary
decisions for the commission to make: selecting the preferred format and confirming a date in
April.

He reviewed the history of Diversity Day events since 2022, noting different formats and
themes each year. For the 2025 event, staff developed a more interactive format focused on
families and youth with cultural games as the centerpiece, following the commission's
guidance.

Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson presented two options for the event
format:

Option 1: A focused event featuring Loteria, a traditional Mexican game similar to bingo but
using images instead of numbers. A special Novato-themed version would be created
incorporating local landmarks and community elements. Ana Frias-Bravo, who led the
successful sugar skull demonstration at the Dia de los Muertos celebration, would present on
the history of Loteria before leading multiple rounds of the game.

Option 2: A broader showcase featuring three traditional Mexican games (Loteria, Pirinola,
and El Trompo) with less time for in-depth engagement with each game. This option would
require purchasing game pieces.

Three potential dates were proposed: Friday, April 11™, Friday, April 18", or Wednesday,
April 23" (during the regular commission meeting).

Commissioners discussed the format options, with several expressing preference for Option
1 to allow deeper engagement with one cultural tradition. There was also discussion about
the best date, considering school schedules, spring breaks, and existing community events.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Chair Luk and seconded by Commissioner Osotio the
Commission voted 6-0-2 to approve Option 1 (focused Loteria game night) for the 2025
Diversity Day event.

AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre, Solis
NOES: None.
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross
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Commission Action: Upon motion by Chair Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner
Alexandre the Commission voted 5-1-2 to hold the event during the regular commission
meeting on April 23, 2025.

AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre
NOES: Solis
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross

F.2. Receive a Presentation on the 2025 Pride Voices Contest and Provide Direction on
Writing Prompt Selection

Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson presented the proposed Pride
Voices Contest, a new initiative to enhance the fifth annual Pride Flag Raising Ceremony
through community creative expression. The contest will be open to Novato residents aged
13 and older, who can submit poetry or written stories that can be presented within a 2-3
minute timeframe.

The timeline outlined includes:
« Finalizing materials and opening submissions on March 10th
e Submission deadline of April 11th
» Staff prescreening submissions
o Commission selecting winners at the April meeting
e Winners reading their pieces at the June 1st ceremony

Two prompt options were presented:

1. "What does pride mean to you? Share your story through poetry or written story about
identity, community, and celebration that makes pride meaningful in your life or the lives
of your loved ones."

2. "A pride flag rises. Through poetry or written story, share what seeing the pride flag fly in
Novato means to you. Reflect on this visible symbol of acceptance and belonging in our
community."

Commissioners discussed both prompts, with some expressing preference for Option 2 as it
is more specific to Novato and focuses on the flag as a community symbol. There was also
discussion about keeping submissions anonymous during the selection process, with
suggestions to use only first names or initials.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Chair Luk and seconded by Commissioner Osotio the
Commission voted 6-0-2 to select Option 2 as the prompt for the Pride Voices Contest with
the addition of "or the lives of your loved ones".

AYES: Luk, Osotio, Skinner, Jacobs, Alexandre, Solis
NOES: None.
ABSENT: Matviishin, Takeuchi-Ross
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G. COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)
None.

H. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS
H.1. Commissioner Reports

Vice Chair Skinner informed the commission about a social media-promoted "economic
blackout" scheduled for February 28™, encouraging consumers to freeze spending for 24
hours at major retailers, fast food chains, and online companies. The initiative aims to protest
corporate cuts to diversity, equity, and inclusion (DElI) initiatives.

Commissioner Osotio shared about the upcoming July 4th parade with the theme "The
Greatest Town on Earth" inspired by The Greatest Showman. 2025 Parade Registration will
open in mid April. We look forward to having you join us for the 2025 Novato July 4th Parade
and for more information visit novatoparade.com.

H.2. Staff Liaison Reports
Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson provided city updates.

He shared that the Aging and Disability Friendly Novato Task Force (ADFN) has launched a
community survey open through March 21st, available online at bit.ly/ADFNovatoSurvey and
in paper form at the Margaret Todd Senior Center and Novato Gymnastics Center.

Community Services Division Manager Bendickson announced that the Summer 2025
Activity Guide will launch on February 27t at novatofun.org, with registration opening on
March 4. Summer programs include various camps, concerts, gymnastics, adult and senior
classes, and sports leagues. The swim season is planned to open on May 24" with passes
and lessons available for registration on May 6.

He also informed the commission about the fourth annual Novato Spectrum Safety Event for
the adaptive needs community to be held on Saturday, April 26". The event is designed to
foster relationships between the community and Novato's first responders while providing
access to valuable support services. The event will feature a Star Wars theme through a
connection with Lucasfilm and will not include loud music, bright lights, or overly stimulating
sensory elements.

ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 6:49 pm.
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| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Multicultural
Advisory Commission meeting of

[_Drew Bendickson_/
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager
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