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Multicultural Advisory Commission 
 

Meeting Minutes 
 

Wednesday, March 26, 2025 
 

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
 Meeting called to order by Chair Luk at 6:02 pm. 

 
Commissioners Present: Cliff Jacobs, Sophia Osotio, Carlos Solis, Allison Skinner, Pamela 
Luk 
 
Commissioners Absent: Chandra Alexandre, Vladimir Matviishin 
 
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Katie Gauntlett, 
Recreation Division Manager Alexandra Kambur, and Community Services Division Manager 
Drew Bendickson 
 

B.  APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA  
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Osotio and seconded by Commissioner 
Jacobs The Commission voted 5-0-2 to approve the final agenda. 
 
AYES: Jacobs, Osotio, Solis, Skinner, Luk 
NOES:  
ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin 
 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
 None. 
 
D. CONSENT ITEMS 
 

D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from February 26, 2025 
 

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Skinner and seconded by Commissioner 
Osotio. The Commission voted 5-0-2 to approve the meeting minutes of February 26, 2025. 
 
AYES: Jacobs, Osotio, Solis, Skinner, Luk 
NOES:   
ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin 
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E.      UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS  
 

None. 
 
 

F. GENERAL BUSINESS   
  
 F.1. Discuss United Against Hate Week and Indigenous People's Day Event 

Opportunities and Provide Staff with Event & Theme Direction in Alignment with the 
2025 Work Plan 

  
Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson introduced the item, recapped 2024 
United Against Hate Week and Indigenous People’s Day events and highlighted key 
considerations for 2025.  
 
Bendickson provided an overview of the United Against Hate Week event held in September 
2024, titled “Community Empowered.” The event featured a performance by a local high 
school student, a panel discussion with community speakers, and participation from the 
Novato Police Department, which focused on hate incident reporting and community safety. 
Bendickson also reviewed the Indigenous Peoples’ Day Film Screening of “Against the 
Current” and Q&A event held in October 2024, which was organized in partnership with the 
Museum of the American Indian. Looking ahead to 2025, Bendickson noted a significant 
scheduling change sharing that United Against Hate Week would be officially recognized in 
October of 2025 rather than September, aligning it with Indigenous People’s Day. 
Bendickson presented event planning timeline options for United Against Hate Week and 
Indigenous People’s Day events with consideration for staff capacity, the City’s broader Fall 
event calendar, and the potential to hold an alternative event in November in observance of 
Native American Heritage Month, in lieu of an October Indigenous Peoples’s Day event.  
 
 
The Commission reviewed the official 2025 recognition dates for United Against Hate Week, 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day, and Native American Heritage Month. Commissioners noted that 
holding an event in November may be challenging due to limited availability of community 
members, City staff, and Commissioners. However, Commissioner Jacobs expressed 
interest in pursuing a November event. There was general discussion about the difficulty of 
hosting two events in October, especially given low attendance at 2024 events despite strong 
efforts. Commissioner Solis shared that the Museum of the American Indian’s website 
indicates plans for an October trade feast, suggesting a possible opportunity for the 
Commission to support and promote the museum’s efforts. Vice Chair Skinner emphasized 
the Commission’s advisory role, suggesting that with a new Executive Director in place, the 
Museum may now be better positioned to take the lead on events related to Indigenous 
Peoples’ Day and Native American Heritage Month. 
 
Chair Luk discussed the challenges the MAC Commission faces in attracting community 
members to attend MAC meetings and events. Luk suggested exploring ways to bring events 
directly to the community. One idea was to host a United Against Hate Week activity at the 
Tuesday evening Farmers Market on Sherman Avenue, outside City Hall. Katie Gauntlett, 
Parks, Recreation, and Community Services Director, recommended considering social 
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media as a tool for engaging the community and promoting events. Adding that it may be 
easier to capture an audience through a 2-minute video on social media using our platform. 
 
 
The Commission discussed making a video on how one showed kindness in the day at a 
United Against Hate Week downtown Farmer’s Market event as a way of interacting with the 
community and including people of all ages. The video could show participants answering a 
simple question like “Tell us how you showed kindness today?” The Commission discussed 
using a microphone to capture responses but also providing  options to write out responses 
on paper. The video would be linked to additional resources tied to United Against Hate 
week. 
 
The Commission provided general direction to staff not to hold an in-person event for 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day in 2025. Instead, they recommended supporting the occasion 
through a social media campaign focused on recognition and education. The Commission 
also encouraged staff to engage in discussions with the Museum of the American Indian to 
explore potential partnerships for future collaboration. Regarding United Against Hate Week, 
the Commission expressed interest in hosting a table at the Tuesday evening Farmers 
Market. They suggested incorporating an interactive activity that aligns with a broader social 
media campaign, emphasizing that this community outreach effort at the Farmer’s Market 
would take place in lieu of a more formal, standalone event. 

 

 
G.  COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)  
 

Commissioner Jacobs requested to hold discussion about hosting a Martin Luther King Jr. 
event in January at a future meeting.  
 
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner 
Solis. The Commission voted 5-0-2 to hold discussion about hosting a Martin Luther King Jr. 
event in January at a future meeting. 
 
AYES: Jacobs, Osotio, Solis, Skinner, Luk 
NOES:   
ABSENT: Alexandre, Matviishin 

 
H.  COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS  
  
 H.1. Commissioner Reports  
  

Commissioner Jacobs shared that there is an event called “Common Sanctuary” being held 
tonight (March 26) at the Quest Church in Novato, a supportive event for the LGBTQIA 
community. Jacobs indicated that he would share flyers related to Pride Voices.  
 
Commissioner Osotio reminded the group about entry applications for the Fourth of July 
parade will open on April 15 and that volunteer sign-ups will be open soon.   
 
Vice Chair Skinner shared that she attended a Recreation, Cultural and Community Services 
Commission to speak in favor of the utility art box project overall, and in support of one art 
submission that included the pride flag.   
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Chair Luk shared that her family attended the MSA showcase which included a Loteria game 
component and reminded the Commission about promoting the Commission’s April 23 
Loteria Game Night amongst their circles.  

 
 H.2. Staff Liaison Reports  
 
 Community Services Division Manager Drew Bendickson reminded the Commission that the 

City’s Josef Hoog Park Playground replacement project is underway. Bendickson indicated 
that he had been in communication with Ana Frias-Brava regarding MAC’s upcoming Loteria 
Game Night on April 23, sharing that the flyer was getting traction on social media and that it 
would be included in the City’s upcoming April newsletter.  

 
 Bendickson shared that the Pride Voices contest launched on March 12 and that there is now 

a dedicated webpage (novato.org/pridevoices) on the City website. Additionally, information 
was included in the City’s March e-newsletter and that it would also be included in April.   

 Commissioner Skinner inquired about the use of PeachJar, NUSD’s electronic flyer 
distribution system. Bendickson confirmed that both Loteria Game Night and Pride Voices 
would be promoted through PeachJar.  

 
 Commissioner Jacobs inquired about prizes for the Loteria Game Night. Bendickson 

indicated that we would have Novato swag as give away prizes for the event.  
 
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 
  
 The meeting adjourned at 7:11 pm. by Chair Luk.  
 
 
 
 
 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Multicultural 

Advisory Commission meeting of                          . 
 
/_ Drew Bendickson_/ 
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager 
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