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Sustainability Commission

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, April 17, 2025 - 6:00 pm
Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato

Chair
Dhanya Subramanian

Vice Chair
Pablo Downer Paster

Members
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Julia Owens, Nicole Tai, and Cheryl Timoney

Staff Liaison
Gretchen Schubeck

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Chair Subramanian called the meeting to order at 6:03pm.

Commissioners Present: Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Julia Owens, Dhanya Subramanian (Chair),
Nicole Tai, and Cheryl Timoney

Staff Present: Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability Coordinator
B. Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Blofeld, the Commission

voted 6-0-1 to move Item B.1 to Item F.1 on the agenda.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: DOWNER PASTER

Motion carried.

C. APPROVAL OF THE FINAL AGENDA

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Blofeld, the
Commission voted 6-0-1 to approve the final agenda, as amended.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: DOWNER PASTER

Motion carried.
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D. PUBLIC COMMENT
None
E. CONSENT ITEMS

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Brown, the Commission
voted 6-0-1 to approve the meeting minutes of March 20, 2025.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE )
ABSENT: DOWNER PASTER

Motion carried.
F. GENERAL BUSINESS
F.1 PRESENTATION: ANUBHUTI MEDITATION AND RETREAT CENTER - BRAHMA
KUMARIS ENVIRONMENT INITIATIVE
Sister Elizabeth Padilla from Anubhuti Meditation and Retreat Center gave a presentation
on the founding principles of the Brahma Kumaris Environment Initiative.
F.2 ZERO WASTE MARIN’S ‘BRING YOUR REUSABLES’ CAMPAIGN

o Staff from Zero Waste Marin discussed various elements of the ‘Bring Your Reusables’
campaign and provided a brief training to Commissioners.

e Coordinator Schubeck will create a sign-up sheet of businesses that may be good
candidates for the campaign.

F.3 COMMISSION COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND EDUCATION
Commissioners discussed a range of community engagement and education

opportunities.

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Blofeld, the
Commission voted 6-0-1 to appoint Commissioners Timoney and Subramanian to
work with Coordinator Schubeck to develop a draft Sustainability Commission
community engagement and education calendar.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAIl, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: DOWNER PASTER

Motion carried.

F.4 SPRING CLEAN NOVATO
Coordinator Schubeck is organizing a citywide litter clean-up on April 19 starting at 9am
to celebrate Earth Day.
G. CONTINUING ITEMS
G.1 ENERGY EFFICIENCY & ELECTRIFICATION FAIR UPDATE

Commissioners appointed to the Electrification Fair Planning Committee provided an update
to the full Commission.
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H. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS
H.1 Commissioner Reports

¢ Commissioner Timoney
- Plans to attend several sessions during Climate Week.

e Commissioner Brown
- Has been invited to meet with the County of Marin’s Chief Executive.

H.2 Staff Liaison Reports

e Coordinator Schubeck
- The City will be hosting a community compost giveaway on April 19 from 7am-7pm
at the City’s Corp Yard located at 550 Davidson Street.
- A designer has been selected to professionally design and format the CAP prior to
bringing the document to the Council in June.

. ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Subramanian,
the Commission voted 6-0-1 to adjourn the meeting at 7:40pm.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAIl, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: DOWNER PASTER

Motion carried.
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