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Sustainability Commission 

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, January 16, 2025 - 6:00 pm 

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato 
 

 

Chair 
Dhanya Subramanian  

 

Vice Chair 
Pablo Downer Päster 

 

Members 
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Julia Owens, Nicole Tai, and Cheryl Timoney 

 

Staff Liaison 
Gretchen Schubeck 

 
 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 Commission Chair Subramanian called the meeting to order at 6:02pm.  
  

Commissioners Present: Bob Blofeld, Bob Brown, Julia Owens, Pablo Downer Päster (Vice Chair), 
Dhanya Subramanian (Chair), Nicole Tai, and Cheryl Timoney 

 
Staff Present: Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability Coordinator  

Others Present: Christine O’Rourke, O’Rourke & Associates and Mark Chhabria, County of Marin 
Sustainability Team 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 

 Upon a motion of Commissioner Blofeld and second by Commissioner Downer Päster, 
the Commission voted 7-0 to approve the final agenda. 

 AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, 
TIMONEY 

 NOES: NONE   
  
 Motion carried. 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT  

  None 
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D. CONSENT ITEMS 

 Upon a motion of Commissioner Downer Päster and second by Commissioner 
Subramanian, the Commission voted 7-0 to approve the meeting minutes of October 
17, 2024. 

 AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, 
TIMONEY 

 NOES: NONE   
   
 Motion carried. 

  E. GENERAL BUSINESS 
  

E.1 REVIEW AND DISCUSS MARIN COUNTY’S BUILDING ELECTRIFICATION 
ROADMAP AND RECEIVE AN UPDATE ON THE 2025 CALIFORNIA ENERGY CODE 

• O’Rourke gave a presentation on Marin County’s Building Electrification Roadmap 
(PowerPoint attached) 

• Chhabria gave a verbal update on the 2025 California Energy Code. 

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Blofeld, the 
Commission voted 7-0 to make a recommendation to the City Council that they 
encourage City staff to participate in County-led discussions on the development 
of a countywide building reach code. 

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, 
TIMONEY 
NOES: NONE   
   
Motion carried. 

 

E.2 DISCUSS SPRING ELECTRIFICATION FAIR AND APPOINT COMMISSIONERS TO 
PLANNING COMMITTEE  
 
Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Subramanian, 
the Commission voted 7-0 to appoint Commissioners Brown, Downer Päster, and 
Timoney to the Electrification Fair Planning Committee, with Commissioner Blofeld 
appointed as an alternate.    

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, 
TIMONEY 
NOES: NONE   

   
Motion carried. 

 

F. CONTINUING ITEMS 

F.1 PROVIDE UPDATE ON CLIMATE ACTION PLAN ADOPTION TIMELINE 

• Schubeck provided an update on the Climate Action Plan adoption timeline. 

F.2 PROVIDE UPDATE ON NOVEMBER 2024 JOINT MEETING OF MARIN 
SUSTAINABILITY & CLIMATE COMMISSIONS/COMMITTEES AND DISCUSS NEXT 
STEPS  

• Commissioner Brown provided an update on the joint meeting held in November 2024 of 
Marin Sustainability & Climate Commissions/Committees. 
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• Possible opportunities for countywide collaboration discussed at the meeting included: 
Implementation of the Countywide Electric Vehicle Acceleration Strategy and Marin 
County’s Building Electrification Roadmap, Countywide Building Reach Codes, Outreach 
and Education Materials for Tabling at Farmer’s Markets, and a Countywide Speakers 
Series.  

G. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS 

G.1 Commissioner Reports 

• Commissioner Tai: Green Lynx is moving to a different location, right down the street. 

• Commissioner Brown: The Marin Green Home Tour Planning Committee is meeting with 
Acterra to see if they will take over coordination of the event. 

• Commissioner Subramanian: The Thrift Shop at Novato High School has been a big 
success, with over 1,000 items donated.  

• Commissioner Timoney: Introduced herself and shared that she is looking forward to 
serving on the Commission.  

• Commissioner Downer Päster: Scouts have a sustainability badge and are always 
looking for opportunities to earn the badge.   
 

G.2 Staff Liaison Reports 

• Schubeck shared that the City is partnering with the Reuse Alliance and Zero Waste 
Marin to host a Reuse Fair & Clothing Swap on March 8 at City Hall.   

• Schubeck shared that Zero Waste Marin is developing a ‘Bring Your Reusables’ 
campaign and will provide an update at the next meeting.  

•  
H. ADJOURNMENT 

  
Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Subramanian, the 
Commission voted 7-0 to adjourn the meeting at 7:42pm. 

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, OWENS, DOWNER PÄSTER, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, 
TIMONEY 
NOES: NONE   

 
Motion carried 
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