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Sustainability Commission

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, May 15, 2025 - 6:00 pm
Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato

Chair
Dhanya Subramanian

Vice Chair
Pablo Downer Paster

Members
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Julia Owens, Nicole Tai, and Cheryl Timoney

Staff Liaison
Gretchen Schubeck

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Chair Subramanian called the meeting to order at 6:01pm.

Commissioners Present: Bob Brown, Pablo Downer Péaster, Julia Owens, Dhanya Subramanian
(Chair), Nicole Tai, and Cheryl Timoney

Staff Present: Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability Coordinator I

B. APPROVAL OF THE FINAL AGENDA

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Brown, the
Commission voted 6-0-1 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD

Motion carried.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
None
D. CONSENT ITEMS

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Timoney, the
Commission voted 6-0-1 to approve the meeting minutes of April 17, 2025.
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AYES: BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD

Motion carried.
E. CONTINUING ITEMS

E.1 SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND EDUCATION

e The Community Engagement and Education subcommittee presented a draft plan for
community engagement.

e Commissioners provided feedback and suggested additional engagement opportunities
including Rock the Block, Concerts on the Green, Hot Amphitheater Nights, and Social
Media Sundays.

e Commissioners noted that educational materials will need to be developed to share
with the community.

Public Comment

Silke Valentine
Jody Timms
E.2 CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 2030 UPDATE
o Staff will be conducting additional community outreach prior to bringing the Climate
Action Plan to the City Council.
E.3 ENERGY EFFICIENCY & ELECTRIFICATION FAIR UPDATE
e The Energy Efficiency & Electrification Fair subcommittee presented an update on
event planning.
F. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS
F.1 Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Tai has been researching the Rights of Nature concept and proposed
discussing the topic at a future Commission meeting.

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Brown, the
Commission voted 6-0-1 to place the Rights of Nature on a future Commission
agenda for discussion.

AYES: BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD

Motion carried.

F.2 Staff Liaison Reports

Coordinator Schubeck shared that the City’s Planning Division will be making a
presentation on the Safety Element, which includes an emphasis on climate adaptation and
community resilience, at the Sustainability Commission meeting scheduled for July 17,
2025.
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G. ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Tai, the
Commission voted 6-0-1 to adjourn the meeting at 7:30pm.
AYES: BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY

NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD

Motion carried.
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