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CITY OF NOVATO

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Zoning Housing and Building Codes Appeals Board

Agenda

COUNCIL CHAMBERS
901 SHERMAN AVENUE
NOVATO, CA 94945

Thursday, August 28, 2025 - 9:00 AM

Chair
Vacant

Vice Chair
Neil Rabitoy

Members
Lisa Lucchesi
Timothy Snead

Patrick Rinn

Alternates
Marie Hoch
Matthew Mitchell

Interim Staff Liaison
Laura McDowall, City Clerk

The Zoning, Housing & Building Codes Appeals Board welcomes you to attend its meetings which are held
as needed. Your interest is encouraged and appreciated.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in this
meeting, please contact the Staff Liaison at (415) 899-8986. Notification at least 48 hours prior to the
meeting will enable the City to make reasonable accommodation to help insure accessibility to this meeting.
Council Chambers is equipped with a Hearing Loop (aka "T-Coil"), focused under the raised ceiling in the

middle of the room. In addition, assistive listening receivers are available for checkout from the Staff
Liaison.

A. CALL TO ORDER, PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE, AND ROLL CALL

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA
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C. PUBLIC COMMENT
All members of the public wishing to address the Zoning, Housing, & Building Codes Appeals Board
are requested to submit a speaker card in advance to the Staff Liaison. (Please remember that all
comment cards are PUBLIC RECORDS). The Chair will call the names of speakers from the cards. In
addition to receiving comment from the public during the Public Comment period, the Chair will
recognize persons from the audience who wish to address the Board on a particular agenda item at
the time that item is considered.

There is a three-minute time limit to speak although the Chairperson may shorten the time based on
the number of speakers or other factors. A speaker may not yield his or her time to another speaker.
For issues raised during Public Comment that are not on the published agenda, except as otherwise
provided under the Ralph M. Brown Act, no action can legally be taken. The Board may direct that the
item be referred to the Staff Liaison for action or may schedule the item on a subsequent agenda.

D. CONSENT ITEM
There are no agenda items.

E. GENERAL BUSINESS

E.1. Reorganize to select a Chair and Vice Chair for the Zoning, Housing & Building
Codes Appeals Board

F. PUBLIC HEARING
Public Hearings are announced and advertised in advance to allow interested persons to make
comments for, against, or otherwise, regarding a proposed project or decision. Anyone who
challenges any hearing matter in court may be limited to only those issues raised at the public hearing
described therein, or in written correspondence delivered at, or prior to, the public hearing.

F.1. PUBLIC HEARING REGARDING BUILDING 12 AT 6 ROMAR COURT, ASSESSOR’S
PARCEL NO. 141-221-62
Conduct a public hearing regarding Building 12 at 6 Romar Court Assessor’s Parcel No.
141-221-62 (“Building 12”) and:

A. Affirm, modify, or overrule the Chief Building Official’s Notice and Order to Vacate
Building 12 (“Order”) because the condition of the building threatens the health and
safety of occupants; and

B. Determine whether those same conditions and related code violations constitute a
public nuisance under various sections of the municipal code and, if so, order them
abated.

Staff Report — Building 12 at 6 Romar Court

Attachment 1 - City of Novato Order and Notice to Vacate, April 23, 2025
Attachment 2 - Appeal Letter, Zacks & Freedman PC, May 21, 2025
Attachment 3 - City of Novato Inspection Warrant, June 12, 2025
Attachment 4 - Substandard Building Investigation Report, June 16, 2025
Attachment 5 - City of Novato — Opening Brief

Attachment 6 - Romar Court Apartments, LLC - Opening Brief
Attachment 7 - City of Novato — Rebuttal Brief

Attachment 8 - Romar Court Apartments, LLC — Rebuttal Brief
Attachment 9 - Draft Board Order
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558816/Staff_Report_-_6_Romar_Court__Building_12_.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558818/Attachment_No._1_-_Notice_and_Order_to_Vacate_6_Romar_Bldg_12_04.22.25.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558820/Attachment_No._2_-__Appeal_Letter_Zack_s___Freedman_PC_2025_05_21.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558821/Attachment_No._3_-_City_of_Novato_Inspection_Warrant_2025_06_12.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558822/Attachment_No._4_-_Substandard_Building_Investigation_Report_2025_06_16.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558824/Attachment_No._5_-_City_of_Novato_Opening_Brief_with_Exhibits_A_to_E.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558828/Attachment_No._6_-_6_Romar_Court_Owners_Opening_Brief_with_Attachments.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558829/Attachment_No._7_-_City_of_Novato_Rebutall_Brief.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558830/Attachment_No._8_-_6_Romar_Court_Owners_Opposition_Brief_with_Attachments.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/3558831/Attachment_No._9_-_Draft_Board_Order.pdf

G. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS
There are no agenda items.

H.  COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS

l. ADJOURNMENT

If Materials that are submitted to members after the distribution of the agenda packet are available for public
inspection in the at 922 Machin Avenue during normal business hours. Such materials shall also be made
available on the City of Novato website at novato.org when practical and provided that City staff is able to
post those documents prior to the meeting. A binder is available for the public at the meeting to view any
distributed materials. When non-confidential written materials are distributed to members of the Board
during a public meeting by staff or a member of the Board, copies shall be made available to members of
the public following that meeting.

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
I, Laura McDowall, certify that on Friday, August 22, 2025, the agenda for the Zoning, Housing
& Building Codes Appeals Board meeting of Thursday, August 28, 2025, was posted on the
City Community Service Board at City Administrative Offices located at 922 Machin Ave,
Novato CA and on the City’s website at novato.org.

[Laura McDowall /
Laura McDowall, City Clerk
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Follow us on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, Instagram, NextDoor & Nixle
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