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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Sustainability Commission

SPECIAL MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, June 26, 2025 - 6:00 pm
Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato

Chair
Dhanya Subramanian

Vice Chair
Pablo Downer Paster

Members
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Julia Owens, Nicole Tai, and Cheryl Timoney

Staff Liaison
Gretchen Schubeck

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Chair Subramanian called the meeting to order at 6:00pm.

Commissioners Present: Bob Brown, Julia Owens, Dhanya Subramanian (Chair), Nicole Tai,
and Cheryl Timoney

Staff Present: Gretchen Schubeck, Sustainability Coordinator Il and Bill Rose, Assistant City
Manager
B. APPROVAL OF THE FINAL AGENDA

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Tai, the
Commission voted 5-0-2 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: BROWN, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD, DOWNER PASTER

Motion carried.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
Michele Spremich
D. CONSENT ITEMS

Upon a motion of Commissioner Timoney and second by Commissioner Tai, the
Commission voted 5-0-2 to approve the meeting minutes of May 15, 2025.
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AYES: BROWN, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD, DOWNER PASTER

Motion carried.
E. GENERAL BUSINESS
E.1 INTRODUCTION: ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER, BILL ROSE

Coordinator Schubeck introduced new Assistant City Manager Bill Rose, who shared a
brief summary of his professional background.

E.2 PRESENTATION: 2023 NOVATO GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS INVENTORY
REPORT

¢ Consultant O’'Rourke provided an overview of the 2023 Novato Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Inventory Report.
¢ Novato’s communitywide emissions have decreased by 22% since 1990 and since

2005:

- Electricity emissions have decreased 94%, mostly due to the lower carbon
intensity of electricity. Natural gas emissions are down 9%. CAP2030 target is a
27% decrease.

- Vehicle miles traveled is up 1% but transportation emissions decreased by 19%
due to better fuel efficiency and more ZEVs on the road. ZEV registrations
accounted for 6% of total Novato registrations and countywide, 9% of vehicles are
ZEVs. CAP2030 target is 39% ZEVs in Marin and 26% in Novato.

- Waste emissions are down 47% due to lower organic content in landfilled waste,
and waste disposal in landfills is down 22%. CAP2030 target is an 83% decrease
in emissions from waste.

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Timoney,
the Commission voted 5-0-2 to receive the 2023 Novato Greenhouse Gas
Emissions Inventory Report.

AYES: BROWN, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE )
ABSENT: BLOFELD, DOWNER PASTER

Motion carried.
F. CONTINUING ITEMS
F.1 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & EDUCATION SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE

¢ Commissioners Subramanian and Timoney gave an update on the work of the
community engagement and education subcommittee and shared a draft plan for
activities over the next few months.

e Coordinator Schubeck will confirm roles for Commissioners at the Farmers’ Market
booth.
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F.2 CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 2030 UPDATE
Staff will be undertaking additional outreach over the summer months with the Climate
Action Plan tentatively scheduled to go to Council for adoption in the fall.
F. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS
Commissioner Reports

Commissioner Tai

¢ Will send resources on the Rights of Nature to Coordinator Schubeck.

¢ Reuse Alliance will be opening a Reuse Hub at the Petaluma Ouitlets this fall.
¢ Resue Alliance is holding a Repair Fair in Fairfax on June 28.

Commission Brown

o Requested an update on the Commission’s recommendation from January 2025 on
green building reach codes.

e The Marin Green Home Tour is being organized by Acterra and will be held in-person
on September 27, 2025

Commissioner Owens and Subramanian
e Both expressed their gratitude to the other Commissioners for their support during their
term of service.

Commissioner Timoney
e Learned about a group called Materiom during Climate Week and recommended that
Commissioners check them out.

F.2 Staff Liaison Reports
e Coordinator Schubeck thanked both Commissioners Owens and Subramanian for their
service to the Novato community during their tenure on the Sustainability Commission.
G. ADJOURNMENT
Upon a motion of Commissioner Subramanian and second by Commissioner Owens,
the Commission voted 5-0-2 to adjourn the meeting at 7:05pm.

AYES: BROWN, OWENS, SUBRAMANIAN, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: BLOFELD, DOWNER PASTER

Motion carried.
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