s,

A\

N

CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Sustainability Commission

MEETING MINUTES
Thursday, July 17, 2025 - 6:00 pm
Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue, Novato

Chair
Pablo Downer Paster

Vice Chair
Cheryl Timoney

Members
Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Story Hadfield, Nicole Tai, and Cheryl Timoney

Staff Liaison
Gretchen Schubeck

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Vice Chair Downer Paster called the meeting to order at 6:07pm.

Commissioners Present: Tim Blofeld, Bob Brown, Pablo Downer Paster, Nicole Tai, and Cheryl
Timoney

Staff Present: Amy Cunningham (City Manager), Gretchen Schubeck (Sustainability Coordinator
II), and Brett Walker (Senior Planner)
B. APPROVAL OF THE FINAL AGENDA

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Tai, the
Commission voted 5-0-1 to approve the final agenda.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, TAI, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: HADFIELD

Motion carried.

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
None

D. CONSENT ITEMS

Approval of the minutes for the meeting held on June 26, 2025, was deferred due to a lack
of a quorum of Commissioners who were present at the June meeting.
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E. GENERAL BUSINESS
E.1 APPOINT SUSTAINABILITY COMMISSION CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Tai, the
Commission voted 5-0-1 to appoint Commissioner Downer Péster to the position of
Chair and Commissioner Timoney to the position of Vice Chair.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, TAIl, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: HADFIELD

Motion carried.

E.2 STUDY SESSION: GENERAL PLAN SAFETY ELEMENT - CLIMATE ADAPTATION
AND RESILIENCY

e Senior Planner, Brett Walker shared an overview of the Safety Plan development
process to date and introduced the consultant team from PlaceWorks.

o PlaceWorks staff gave a presentation (PowerPoint attached) on the various
elements of the Safety Element.

e Commissioners were invited to ask questions and comment on the work completed
to date and their input was recorded by staff and the consultant.

F. CONTINUING ITEMS

F.1 COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT & EDUCATION

Staff provided initial guidance to Commissioners on participating in community
engagement and education activities. Further guidance will be provided at a future
meeting.

F.2 COMMISSION WORKPLAN

Upon a motion of Commissioner Tai and second by Commissioner Blofeld, the
Commission voted 5-0-1 to approve the Commission Workplan for fiscal year
2025-26

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, TAIl, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: HADFIELD

Motion carried.
G. COMMISSIONER AND STAFF LIAISON REPORTS
G.1 Commissioner Reports

e Commissioner Timoney shared that she has been fielding lots of questions from
friends about policy and funding changes at the federal level.

e Commissioner Downer Paster shared that he rode his DIY electric motorcycle to the
meeting.

G.2 Staff Liaison Reports
No report
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H. ADJOURNMENT

Upon a motion of Commissioner Brown and second by Commissioner Tai, the
Commission voted 5-0-1 to adjourn the meeting at 7:44pm.

AYES: BLOFELD, BROWN, DOWNER PASTER, TAIl, TIMONEY
NOES: NONE
ABSENT: HADFIELD

Motion carried.
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