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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, August 27, 2025 - 6:00 PM

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Avenue

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
Meeting called to order by Commissioner Osotio at 6:05 pm.

Commissioners Present: Aguila, Atkins, Frias-Bravo, Jacobs, Le, Osotio, Solis
Commissioners Absent: Luk, Skinner
e Chair Luk arrived at 6:15 PM
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services Katie Gauntlett,
Recreation Division Manager Alexandra Kambur, and Community Services Division Manager
Drew Bendickson
B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner
Luk. The Commission voted 7-0-1 to approve the final agenda.
AYES: Aguila, Aikens, Frias-Bravo, Jacobs, Le, Osotio, Solis,
NOES: none
ABSENT: Luk, Skinner
C. PUBLIC COMMENT
e Rachael Greve
D. CONSENT ITEMS
D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from June 25, 2025

D.2. Approve a Proclamation for Novato City Council to Present at their Meeting on
September 23, 2025, in Recognition of October 2025 as Bullying Prevention Month

D.3. Approve a Proclamation for Novato City Council to Present at their Meeting on
October 14, 2025, in Recognition of October 19-25, 2025 as United Against Hate Week
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Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded by
Commissioner Aguila the Commission voted 8-0-1 to approve the consent calendar items.

AYES: Aguila, Aikens, Frias-Bravo Jacobs, Le, Luk, Osotio, Solis
NOES:
ABSENT: Skinner

E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS
None.
F. GENERAL BUSINESS

F.1. Receive the 2025 United Against Hate Week Farmers Marekt Outreach Event on
October 21, 2025; Select and Approve Volunteer Scheduling Option
Public Comment:

Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager, presented a review of the 2025
United Against Hate Week Event that will take place at the Farmers Market on Tuesday,
October 21, 2025.

Bendickson reminded the Committee that United Against Hate week was created by civic
leaders in response to rising expression of hate in communities. It aims to empower local
residents to take action and alter the course of growing intolerance. When cities and
residents work together, communities can restore respect and civil discourse. United Against
Hate week is a state wide, week-long, initiative focused on stopping hate and implicit biases.
This year the week will be acknowledged October 19-25, 2025.

On March 2, 2025 the Commission recommended hosting the activity on a Tuesday evening
at the Farmers Market, with the goal being to bring programming directly to the community.
They further suggested that an interactive activity align with a social media campaign.

On June 2, 2025 the Commission selected the community engagement prompt, “Share
something kind you did, said or felt recently”.

Bendickson then reviewed the details of the event as follows:
e Date and Time: Tuesday, October 21, 2025 from 4-7pm
Location: Downtown Novato Community Farmers Market booth
Activity: Video recording station with written response options
Language: Prompts available in English and Spanish
Materials: Note cards for written responses
Distribution: Video content shared on City and NovatoFun social media accounts

Bendickson explained the Commission’s responsibility to adhere to the Brown Act and
explained that in order to comply with the Brown Act, the following needed to be considered:
e The MAC Commission currently has 9 Commissioners, with a group of 5
Commissioners being a quorum.
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e At the Farmers Market event, no more than 4 Commissioners can be present at any
given time.

e Commissioners are volunteering in a personal capacity, similar to Commissioner’s
participating Dia De Los Muertos. While at the event, Commissioners are not
representing the City of Novato in a formal capacity.

Bendickson explained the two scheduling options for the Commission to consider:

Option 1: Two-Shift Approach - accounts for the possibility that one Commissioner may be
unable to attend.

e First Shift 3:30-5:30 pm; 4 Commissioner — setup and first half
e Second Shift 5:30-7:30 pm: 4 Commissioners — second half and breakdown

Option 2: Three Shift Approach - provides more even coverage and maximum Commissioner
participation

e Setup/Early Shift 3:30-5:00 pm: 3 Commissioners
e Peak Hours Shift 5:00-6:30pm: 3 Commissioners
e Late/Breakdown Shift 6:30-7:30 pm: 3 Commissioners

Bendickson explained that staff will finalize booth materials and signage, and coordinate with
Farmers Market for set-up logistics. Staff will also prepare promotional campaign materials for
United Against Hate Week, along with prioritizing video editing and social media distribution.

Commissioner Jacobs suggested, since many of the Commissioners work, perhaps they could find
out which Commissioners would be available to take the first shift. He suggested that it might be a
good idea to assign first shift, last shift, based on availability.

With that suggestion, Chair Luk asked who would be available for the early and late shift, if that is
the shift option they decide on, along with the “peak hour” shift, should they decide on Option 2.
With a show of hands, it was confirmed that all shifts would be covered.

Commissioner Solis asked for an overview of what the event would look like. Commissioner Luk
provided a high-level overview explaining that Commissioners would be volunteering to support the
United Against Hate Week activity booth at the Farmer’s Market.

Commissioner Jacobs suggested a combination of Option 1 and 2 to maximize participation.

Commissioner Aguila expressed an interested in ensuring that Commissioners with Spanish
speaking skills were spread out, to ensure coverage throughout the event. Commissioner Solis,
Commissioner Frias-Bravo and Commissioner Aguila confirmed that they speak Spanish.

The Commission collaborated to establish shift assignments for the Farmers Market that would
ensure compliance with the Brown Act. Bendickson agreed to be in communication with Vice Chair
Skinner, who was absent, before finalizing the schedule and reaching out to Commissioners to
confirm.

Public Comment:
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e Rachael Greve

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner
Solis, the Commission voted 8-0-1 to adopt Option 2, with three different volunteer shifts for the
event.

AYES: Aguila, Aikens, Frias-Bravo, Jacobs, Le, Luk, Osotio, Solis,
NOES:
ABSENT: Skinner

G. COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEMS

None.

H. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS

H.1. Commissioner Reports
Commissioner Osotio shared updates on back-to-school activities and the need for volunteers.

Commissioner Jacobs announced a community event on Sunday, September 7 at the newly
refurbished courtyard outside the Quest Church. The event begins at 11am. Commissioner Jacobs
also confirmed that the September meeting will be the last meeting of the year - October’s meeting
will be the Farmer’s Market Event.

Commissioner Osotio informed the group about the ongoing demonstrations each Saturday
morning from 10:30-11:30am. Osotio indicated that there would be a nationwide protest on Labor
Day. The theme of the Labor Day protest is “Workers over Billionaires.”

H.2. Staff Liaison Reports

Bendickson provided updates on upcoming events, including the Dia de Los Muertos event which
will be held on Saturday, November 1, 2025. Bendickson confirmed that he would be reaching out
to the Commission to see if Commissioners might be available to volunteer to support the event.
Bendickson confirmed that he would continue to work with the Museum of the American Indian
regarding an Indigenous People’s Day post on social media.

I. ADJOUNRNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 6:38 PM by Chair Luk.
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| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Multicultural
Advisory Commission meeting of

[__Drew Bendickson_/
Drew Bendickson, Community Services Division Manager
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