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PLANNING COMMISSION 

 
Meeting Minutes  

 
Monday, February 23, 2026 – 7:00 PM 

 
A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Commission Present: Commissioners Crockett, Derby, Griggy, Stuckenbroker, and Tiernan 
 
Commission Absent: Commissioners Havel and Roche 
 
Staff Present: Deputy Community Development Director Steve Marshall and Senior Planner 
Brett Walker 
 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 
 
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Tiernan and seconded by 
Commissioner Griggy, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-0-2 via roll call to approve the final 
agenda of the Commission’s meeting of February 23, 2026. 
 
AYES: Commissioners Crockett, Derby, Griggy, Stuckenbroker, and Tiernan 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Commissioners Havel and Roche 
Motion Carried 
 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT – 
 
Jeff Doherty stated that he is the applicant for a housing development project (200 San Marin) 
submitted to the City, and he introduced himself to the Planning Commission. 

 
D. CONSENT ITEMS - NONE 
 
E. UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS - NONE 

 
F.  PUBLIC HEARINGS - NONE 
 
G.  GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
 G.1. 2025 ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT (APR) OF THE NOVATO HOUSING ELEMENT 
 
Receive the 2025 Annual Progress Report of the Novato Housing Element, take public comment, and 
recommend the City Council file the Report with the State Department of Housing and Community 
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Development (HCD) and the Governor’s Office of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCI). 
 
Senior Planner Walker presented the report, including a description of the entitlements, building 
permits, and certificates of occupancy issued in 2025. 
 
Chair Derby opened the public comment period.  
 
Derek Knell, representing the Novato Unified School District, described the District’s efforts to 
provide workforce housing and noted the high cost of money and difficulty underwriting development 
projects. 
 
Chair Derby closed the public comment period. 
 
Commissioner Crockett complimented staff efforts. 
 
Commissioner Griggy stated that Novato is trying to tackle the affordability crisis and that he 
appreciates staff efforts. 
 
Commissioner Stuckenbroker stated that she had no comments. 
 
Commissioner Tiernan stated that he supports moving the report forward to the City Council. He 
asked how mobile home units in mobile home parks are counted towards the City’s housing 
numbers. Senior Planner Walker responded. 
 
Chair Derby stated he agrees with Mr. Knell’s comments and said the City needs to be flexible when 
developers come back to the City regarding approved entitlements. 
 
Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Crockett and seconded by Commissioner 
Tiernan, the Planning Commission voted 5-0-0-2 via roll call to recommend the City Council file the APR 
with the State Department of Housing and Community Development (HCD) and the Governor’s Office 
of Land Use and Climate Innovation (LCI). 
 
AYES: Commissioners Crockett, Derby, Griggy, Stuckenbroker, and Tiernan 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Commissioners Havel and Roche 
Motion Carried  
 
H. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS - NONE 
 
I. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The Planning Commission adjourned the meeting at 7:23 PM. 
I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Planning Commission 
meeting of April 13, 2026. 
  
/Rachelle Young/ 
Rachelle Young, Senior Office Assistant / Planning Division 

https://www.novato.gov/home

