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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission

A\

Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 25, 2026 - 6:00 PM

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Ave

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order by Chair Solis at 6:00 PM.
Commissioners Present: Frias-Bravo, Jacobs, Luk, Skinner, Solis
Commissioners Absent: Aguila, Aikens, Le
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services, Katie Gauntlett,
Community Services Division Manager, Drew Bendickson, and Recreation Division Manager,
Alexandra Kambur

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner
Luk the Commission voted 5-0-0-3 to approve the final agenda.

Ayes: Frias-Bravo, Jacobs, Luk, Skinner, Solis
Noes:
Abstain:
Absent: Aguila, Aikens, Le,
C. PUBLIC COMMENT
e Samarra Fong
D. CONSENT ITEMS

D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from January 28, 2026

Page | 1 Phone No. (415) 899-8900
novato.gov Fax No. (415) 899-8213


https://novato.gov/

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Luk and seconded by Commissioner
Frias-Bravo, the Commission voted 5-0-0-3 to approve the meeting minutes from January 28,
2026.

Ayes: Frias-Bravo, Jacobs, Luk, Skinner, Solis

Noes:

Abstain:

Absent: Aguila, Aikens, Le

UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS

None

GENERAL BUSINESS

F.1. Election of Vice Chair

Bendickson explained that due to Commissioner Osotio’s resignation from the Multicultural
Advisory Commission, the Commission will need to elect a new Vice Chair for 2026. Bendickson

confirmed that Commissioner Skinner could repeat as Vice Chair at this time.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commission Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner Luk
the Commission voted 5-0-0-3 to elect Commissioner Skinner to serve in the role as Vice Chair.

Ayes: Frias-Bravo, Jacobs, Luk, Skinner, Solis
Noe:

Abstain:

Absent: Aguila, Aikens, Le

F.2. Receive a Presentation on the 2026 Pride Voices Contest and Provide Direction on
Writing Prompt Selection

Recreation Division Manager Kambur presented an overview of the planned 2026 Pride Voices
Contest and provided the Commission with two different writing prompts to choose from for the
creative writing contest. Kambur explained the goal for tonight was for the Commission to select
one of two proposed writing prompts for the 2026 Pride Voices Contest. That decision, Kambur
explained, will help to finalize contest materials and will allow us to begin promotion by the
March 9th launch date.

Kambur began by providing the history of the Novato Pride Flag Raising Ceremony which began
in 2021 with virtual programming during COVID-19. After that, it evolved into an in-person
gathering at City Hall. This event, Kambur reminded the Commission, celebrates diversity,
acceptance and Pride in our community, and brings together City Council, staff and community



members annually. The event marks the beginning of Pride Month in Novato with the ceremonial
raising of the Pride flag, which then flies throughout the month of June., This year, 2026, will
mark our sixth annual ceremony, and the second year that we are including the Pride Voices
Contest.

As a reminder, Kambur shared the 2025 Prompt: “A Pride Flag Rises” Through poetry or written
story, share what seeing the Pride flag fly in Novato means to you or the lives of your loved
ones. Reflect on this visible symbol of acceptance and belonging in our community. The
submission period ran from March 10 to April 11, 2025 and one entry was submitted titled
“Novato’s Flag.”

Kambur continued by discussing plans for the 2026 Pride Voices Contest. Similar to 2025
contest, it will be open to residents age 13 and older. Submissions can again be poetry (30 lines
max) or written story (350 words max). Submissions should reflect the writer's own experiences
and ideas rather than telling someone else’s story. No profanity, vulgar language, discriminatory
language, hate speech, content that promotes violence or harm, explicit sexual
content/references or any other material deemed inappropriate for public ceremony will be
allowed.

Kambur explained that staff would review all entries and select up to five for the Commissions
consideration. The Commission would then be responsible for selecting up to two winners.

Winners will have the option to present their work themselves at the June 1 Flag Raising
Ceremony and June 9 City Council Meeting or have a City staff member or MAC Commissioner
read their submission on their behalf. The City will respect and accommodate any request for
anonymity. It is the hope of staff, Kambur explained, that removing the public speaking
requirement and providing an avenue to remain anonymous, may help bring in more
submissions.

Kambur explained the timeline for the 2026 contest as following; Feb 25 MAC selects the
prompt, March 9 contest opens for submission, April 10 submission deadline, April 13-15 staff
prescreens submissions, April 22 MAC reviews finalists and selects winner, April 27 winners
contacted, June 1 winning submission presented at Pride Flag Raising Ceremony. One winner
would also be invited to the June 9 City Council meeting to accept the Pride Month Proclamation
and to share their written work.

Kambur went on to present the two writing prompt options to the Commission.

Option 1: Defining Pride: How do you define pride? Through poetry or prose, share your
personal definition and how Pride can inspire strength and unity in Novato.

This prompt invites participants to explore the meaning of pride by creating pride as both an
individual and collective experience. The prompt opens the door for stories and poems that
celebrate authenticity, inclusion and shared values that bring communities together.

Option 2: Seen, Celebrated, Accepted: Through poetry or prose, share what it means to be
seen, celebrated and accepted — for yourself, your loved ones, your community.



This prompt invites participants to reflect deeply on the concepts of visibility, celebration and
acceptance, not only as a personal experience, but also as a shared values within relationships
and within communities. By framing this prompt broadly, participants have a lot of freedom to
share themes tied to individual stories, family dynamics or larger community experiences,
allowing for diverse perspectives and room for creative expression.

Kambur recommended the Commission select one prompt to allow staff to begin developing
promotional materials and preparing for the contest launch on March 9, 2026.

Kambur explained the next steps after the selection is made, which are, finalize the contest
material, prepare promotion through City channels, update the City webpage
(novato.gov/pridevoices) and share promotional materials with Commissioners for community
outreach.

Commissioner Jacobs asked about opportunities to work with authors who may submit entries
with grammatical errors due to a language barrier. He explained that he does not want non-
native speakers to be penalized because of that. Bendickson explained staff receives a
notification when an application is submitted and would be willing to communicate with an author
about that, if necessary.

Commissioner Skinner is drawn to Option 2 because of the “action” words that are used in the
prompt, such as seen, celebrated, accepted. It seems concise. It allows the applicant to
personalize it but is still specific enough to help guide them in their writing.

Commissioner Luk also like Option 2. She feels it lends itself to a celebratory moment. She also
feels believes it provides the author with an opportunity to share how they like to be celebrated,
seen, and recognized, which could be helpful and beneficial for our community to hear and learn
from.

Commissioner Frias-Bravo prefers Option 2 with a change to from “accepted” to say “and/or
accepted” to be more inclusive of various experiences.

Commissioner Jacobs, Solis and Skinner like “inspire strength and unity in Novato” in Option 1,
and would like to try to combine that with Option 2.

Commissioner Luk likes the openness of Option 2. She expressed concerns around “inspire” in
Option 1 and burdening the author with the responsibility to inspire or lead unity in Novato.

Chair Solis felt Option 2 seemed more personal and individual and feels it may result in more
robust responses as opposed to Option 1.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Jacobs and seconded by Commissioner
Luk the Commission voted 5-0-0-3 to approved prompt Option 2 for the 2026 Pride Voices
Contest to read as follows: Accepted, Strengthened, Celebrated: Through poetry or prose share
what it means to be accepted, strengthened and/or celebrated for yourself, your loved ones, and
our community.

Ayes: Frias-Bravo, Jacobs, Luk, Skinner, Solis



G.

Noe:
Abstain:
Absent: Aguila, Aikens, Le

COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)

G.1. Consideration of an Indigenous Peoples' Day Film Screening of 'The Land Speaks' in
Partnership with the Museum of the American Indian for a Future Meeting, Proposed by
Commissioner Aikens

The proposed agenda item was from Commissioner Aikens, but because he was not in
attendance at the meeting, Bendickson shared with the Commission that Commissioner
Aikens attended a premier screening of a new documentary called “The Land Speaks” that
the Museum of the American Indian held at the Margaret Todd Senior Center on January
31st. Bendickson shared that the film was part of the Indigenous Heritage Storytelling
Project, and funded by the Pirkle Jones grant. It is a 20 minute documentary that weaves
together oral histories, cultural demonstrations and native language components to
celebrate indigenous identity and tradition here in Marin County, and specifically in Novato.
After attending the screening, Commissioner Akins, reached out to staff, proposing that we
bring this film to a future commission meeting. Bendickson explained that this is a
proposed agenda item for the Commission’s consideration. Bendickson explained, if this is
something the Commission is interested in, we would agendize this for a future meeting
and at that time we could discuss timing, format and coordination with the Museum of the
American Indian.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Luk and seconded by Commissioner
Jacobs the Commission voted 5-0-03 to agendize Commissioner Aikens proposed agenda item,
consideration of an Indigenous People’s Day Film Screening of ‘The Lands Speaks’ in
partnership with the Museum of the American Indian, for a future meeting.

Ayes: Frias-Bravo, Jacobs, Luk, Skinner, Solis

Noe:

Abstain:

Absent: Aguila, Aikens, Le

COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS
H.1. Commissioner Reports

Commissioner Luk shared that she would promote the Pride Voices Contest to creative writing
classes and other similar channels, to help with visibility, because sometime things get lost in
NUSDs PeachJar. She also thanked staff for evaluating the 2025 contest and removing the
public speaking requirement and promoting the option to remain anonymous in this year’s
iteration. She hOopes we will have more participation this year.



Vice Chair Skinner volunteered to read the winners of the Pride Voices contest submission, if
needed.

Commissioner Jacobs shared that through a collaboration with Marin Museum of Art, there are
local artists painting and pictures, etc. on display at a meet the artist event coming up at Quest
Church in Novato. It will feature artwork from people of all different cultures and up to 75
different pieces of art. Commissioner Jacobs also shared that there are 4-5 food pantries open
for people in need in Novato. Locations are Community Center on Simmons, St. Anthony’s
Church, Saint Francis Episcopal Church, and Quest Novato Church.

Commissioner Frias-Bravo shared that she is new to Novato and thanked the public comment
speaker and assured her that she was heard and that she really appreciated her comments.

H.2. Staff Liaison Reports

Bendickson reported that we will begin promoting Lorteria’ night on March 15t, on Peach Jar,
along with the City Newsletter and all our social media channels.

Tuesday, March 3, in collaboration with Novato Library and Marin County Free Library we will
be posting our Women’s History Month Book Carousel.

I. ADJOURNMENT
The meeting was adjourned by Chair Solis at 7:12 PM.

| HERBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the MAC Commission
meeting of April 22, 2026.

/ /
Katie Dunn, Administrative Technician




