
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Recreation, Cultural, and Community 
Services Advisory Commission 

Agenda 
 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

Thursday, March 12, 2026 – 6:00 PM 
 

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 The meeting was called to order by Chair Crow at 6:00pm 
 

Commissioners Present: Acker, Crow, Bentley, Larsen, Winsor, Whiteside 
Commissioners Absent: Lacey, Pilloton, Weber 

 
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services, Katie Gauntlett, 
Community Services Division Manager, Dre Bendickson and Recreation Division 
Manager, Alexandra Kambur 

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA 

 Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Winsor and seconded by 
Commissioner Bentley, the Commission voted 6-0-0-3 to approve the agenda. 

 
AYE: Aker, Bentley, Crow, Larsen, Whiteside, Winsor 

NOE:  

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: Lacey, Pilloton, Weber 

C. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 

• None 

D. CONSENT ITEM 

D.1. Approve the Special Meeting Minutes from January 8, 2026 



 

 

 Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Acker and seconded by 
Commissioner Larsen, the Commission voted 6-0-0-3 to approve the Special Meeting 
Minutes from January 8, 2026. 
 
AYE: Aker, Bentley, Crow, Larsen, Whiteside, Winsor 

NOE:  

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: Lacey, Pilloton, Weber 

E.  UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS 

• None 

F. GENERAL BUSINESS 

F.1. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Receive a presentation from the Age + Disability Friendly Novato (ADFN) Steering 
Committee highlighting progress of the 2025-2028 Age + Disability Friendly Novato 
Action Plan and future initiatives        

Presenter Lauren Vreeland Long began by providing an update on the work and efforts 
of the Age & Disability Friendly Novato. Their effort, Lauren reminded the Commission, is 
grounded in a simple idea that Novato should be a community where people of all ages 
and abilities can live safely, participate fully, and feel that they belong. She continued by 
sharing that in the last year they have moved from vision to action. One area of focus she 
shared has been community preparedness. In partnership with the Margaret Todd Senior 
Center and Ready Marin they hosted emergency preparedness training designed 
specifically for older adults and for people with disabilities. Disaster Preparedness has 
been identified as a high-level need in our community. They have held two Disaster 
Preparedness Trainings, both were full. The hope is to continue to build on this to help 
prepare our most vulnerable community members.  

They have also been working on ways to make community events more inclusive. For 
example, Lauren shared that at the City’s Spring Magic Show, they introduced Novato’s 
first sensory station, a quiet supportive space for children and adults who may experience 
sensory overload.  

Lauren then highlighted their growing partnership with Novato Parks and Recreation and 
how they work together with a shared goal of an inclusive Novato. Helping to ensure that 
recreation programs, events and spaces are welcoming and accessible to residents of all 
ages and abilities. 

Lauren introduced Dr. Colleen Arnold who continued the presentation. Arnold shared that 
one of the goals of Age & Disability Friendly Novato is to engage in multigenerational 
events. She explained that they partnered with Novato Parks & Recreation to host 
“Pickleball for All” which was held at the Margaret Todd Senior Center and was a big 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

success. Other events highlighted were The Christmas Tree Lighting and Fourth of July 
Parade where, for the 2nd year in a row, they were able to celebrate disability and 
differences.  

Arnold shared that they had a speaker at the Margaret Todd Senior Center who spoke 
about Discrimination against older adults.  

Arnold also discussed the upcoming Health and Resource Fair on March 20, 2026, which 
will provide resources and support for residents. The Fair will include fall risk 
assessments, blood pressure checks and free food.  

The City of Novato’s Spectrum Safety Event will be held in April. This event will feature 
an adapted vehicle from Marin County Parks, to help people with physical impairments 
access outdoor spaces. This event will include a visit from first responders and have a 
Star Wars theme.  

Arnold shared that they will be introducing an Employee Training Program to help train 
Novato Parks & Recreation part-time recreation staff in positive behavior management 
and engagement to support children with disabilities. The program will provide strategies 
for working with children with ASD, ADHD and other neurodivergences. The goal is to 
make camps more structured and inclusive, ensuring all children feel successful. The 
program will be launched as a trial in the spring and summer of 2026. 

Commissioner Acker asked what else the Commission can do to support this amazing 
effort and undertaking. Arnold responded by saying there are many ways to support the 
effort. They have an ongoing need for financial support, but also attending and promoting 
the events and normalizing diversity is very helpful.   

Chair Crow appreciates the work ADFN is doing and looks forward to attending future 
events. 

Bentley asked about surfaces at our Parks. Arnold emphasized surfacing and how 
important the rubberized surfaces are for everyone to have access to the play areas . 

Public Comment: 

• None 

F.2. Review utility box art submissions and consider making a recommendation to 
Novato City Council to approve up to 11 submissions for the Utility Box Art 
Program 

Bendickson presented a review of the Utility Box Art submissions for the 2025-2026 

Utility Art Program. Staff request the Commission Review the 28 artist submissions and 

select up to 11 artworks and corresponding utility box locations. In addition, endorse 

four additional utility box locations, expanding from seven to eleven. After which 

recommend that the Novato City Council’s approve selected artwork and an additional 

$4,500 from the Public Art Fund.  



 

 

Bendickson reviewed the background of the program which was launched in 2024-2025 

as a Leadership Novato Class of 2025 Community Service Project. Seven utility boxes 

transformed along Grant Avenue, under the theme, “A Vision for the Present”. The 

seven completed artworks were installed in April-May 2025. Bendickson reminded the 

Commission that PRCS took the lead for 2025-2026, and the Commission approved the 

concept of the program October 9, 2025; City Council approved it on October 28, 2025. 

Bendickson continued by going over the 2025-2026 Utility Box Art Theme, “Where 

Stories Grow.” This theme, Bendickson explained, invites artists to capture the essence 

of what makes Novato special through Artwork that showcases the ongoing narrative of 

our city. Examples include Natural Beauty; showcasing our parks, trails, and wildlife 

where personal and community stories unfold throughout Novato. Local Traditions; 

capturing our vibrant gatherings and events from farmers markets and events to 

neighborhood connections. Heritage and Legacy; honoring our city’s past through 

creative interpretations of historic sites and pivotal moments, and Community Character; 

capturing what makes Novato distinctive – our community pride and inclusive spirit.  

Bendickson shared that the application response more than doubled from last year. The 

call for artist launched in November 2025, with the application deadline of February 22, 

2026. The Program was promoted through the City’s e-newsletter, website, social 

media, NUSD Peachjar and direct outreach to local art organizations. Bendickson was 

able to confirm that all recommended artists are available for April-May 2026 

installations.  

Given the volume and quality of submissions, Bendickson, along with staff, recommend 

adding four utility box locations. Novato Public Works confirmed all four additional 

locations are City-owned and suitable for artwork.  

As a reminder the 7 original locations are: Redwood Blvd. & Delong Ave (2), Redwood 

Blvd & Lamond Ave., Redwood Blvd & Olice Ave, Redwood Blvd & San Marin Dr. (2), S. 

Novato Blvd & 7th St.  

The 4 additional locations staff is recommending are: Redwood Blvd & Rowland Ave., 

Redwood Blvd. & Landing Ct., Novato Blvd & Grant Ave, S. Novato Blvd & Arthurs St 

Bendickson shared that it is a great opportunity to get more art into the community when 

we have the submission volume to support it. 

The fiscal impact, Bendickson explained, is as follows. In October 2025 the Commission 

approved $7,000. The addition of the 4 new boxes at $1000 each adds and additional 

$4000. Plus, the Supplemental for dual-box location (San Marin Drive) is $500. Total 

program budget is $11,500.00.  Bendickson reminded the Commission that the current 

Public Art Fund balance is $317,000 and we have allocated up to $1,000 per artist for 

material reimbursements ($1,500 for the one dual-box location). 



 

 

Bendickson shared staff recommendations of artists and their utility box location: 

1. Sarah Paculdo, Novato Blvd & 7th Street 

Returning artist from last year.  

Artist Statement: “The Ocean is a living library, and it’s easy to imagine an 

octopus as a natural storyteller. Stories grow in places of inspiration, in creative 

environments, and in special communities like Novato.” 

 

2. Kevin Akers, Redwood Blvd & San Marin Drive (both boxes) 

Artist Statement: “This design celebrates Olompali State Historical Park and its 

various inhabitants over the last 8,000 years. Rendered in the 1960s vibrant pop-

art style, I hope the artwork encourages a visit to Olompali and instills pride in the 

park.” 

 

3. Denise Garibaldi, Redwood Blvd & San Marin Drive 

Artists Statement: “All one needs to do is walk, hike, bike its trails over pristine 

terrain to feel its peace and even healing. The art I am rendering reflects the 

mountain’s presence in Novato and the beauty people experience when traveling 

in it.” 

 

4. Tia Whiteaker, Redwood Blvd & Lamont Ave 

Artist Statement: “This design celebrates Novato’s open space, native wildlife, 

and the natural beauty of our redwood forests and flowing streams. The imagery 

wraps around the utility box to create a continuous environment, reflecting the 

interconnected ecosystems found throughout our local open spaces.” 

 

5. Heather Phelps, Redwood Blvd & Olive Ave 

Artist Statement: “While hiking the trails of Indian Valley, peering out my kitchen 

window, or listening to the night calls of those who we share these beautiful lands 

with, I am reminded of the coexistence that creates perfect balance between us 

and the land we inhabit.” 

 

6. Trevor Coopersmith, Redwood Blvd & Delong Ave 

Artist Statement: “My grandma lives in Novato and is over 90 years old. It would 

mean a great deal to visit her and see this artwork in her community. Because of 

these family connections, I feel a strong tie to the landscape and a responsibility 

to represent it thoughtfully.” 

 

7. Lynsey Vera, Redwood Blvd & Delong Ave 

Artist Statement “I am deeply mindful that the land we call Novato is the ancestral 

home of the Coast Miwok people. The image reflects everyday acts of tending, 

gathering, weaving, sheltering and noticing the small life around us.” 



 

 

 

8. Dana Brewer & Kelsey Lombardi, Redwood Blvd & Rowland Ave 

Artist Statement: “The Bahia neighborhood is an asset to the community that 

deserves to be celebrated. Much like our community, always with one another in 

support, we would complete this project together as Bahians.” 

 

9. Amy Wells, Redwood Blvd & Landing Ct 

Artist Statement: “As a teenager at Novato Hight School, I had the incredible 

opportunity to paint a large mural on the front of the school, one that still stands 

today. Novato is not just where my story began, it is where it continues to grow, 

generation by generation.” 

 

10. Freddie D. Cornado, Novato Blvd & Grant Ave 

City of Novato Employee 

Artist Statement: “My art celebrates the California Buckeye as a living bridge 

between our city’s deep roots and its vibrant future. This piece reflects the theme 

“Where Stories Grow” celebrating the enduring connections between our 

residents and the land we call home.” 

 

11. Diego Lemus, S. Novato Blvd & Arthur St 

Artists Statement: “Novato has so many places that I love exploring, whether it’s 

the forests or popular spots in the city. I love nature, I love life in general. Novato 

is full of life and that’s why I also added pollinators like a hummingbird, a butterfly, 

and some bees. 

Bendickson reminded the Commissioners that there were 17 other applicants that were 

included for their review in the agenda packets. Bendickson reminded the 

Commissioners that while staff had put forward their recommendations based on their 

evaluation of the artwork, the theme and the location assignments; the selection of 

artwork and locations assignments are ultimately at the Commissions discretion.  

Bendickson shared our community partners, which include Rotary Club of Novato who 

have agreed to donate time to sand and prime the boxes before the artists begin 

painting. Pini Hardware, who will be supplying primer for the utility boxes, and our City of 

Novato Public Works Department, who supplied us with box ownership confirmation and 

will provide graffiti removal support as needed. In addition, our PRCS staff will supply 

the Anti-graffiti/UV protectant called “Mural Guard” which artists will apply after artwork 

completion. 

Bendickson then reviewed the implementation of the timeline which begins tonight, 

March 12, 2026, with the Commission reviewing submissions and making 

recommendations. Continuing March 24, 2026, when the City Council reviews 

Commission recommendations and gives final approval. After which, on March 25, the 



 

 

artist will be notified that they have been selected, and they can begin to gather supplies 

and materials. On March 30 Bendickson will coordinate with Rotary Club for utility box 

sanding and priming. April – May Artist installation period. June 1 is the target 

completion date.  

Bendickson concluded by recommending that the Commission review the submitted 

artwork proposals and select up to 11 submissions to recommend to City Council for 

approval, including suggested box locations and assignments. In addition to endorse 

four additional utility box locations and to recommend that City Council approve an 

additional $4,500 allocation from the Public Art Fund to support the expanded program.  

Commissioner Bentley commented that he is surprised that there isn’t graffiti on any of 

the boxes completed last year. 

Commissioner Winsor is supportive of the selections but noted the 2 Hummingbird 

submissions and wondered why one was chosen over the other. Bendickson explained 

that the one they chose was submitted by a High School student and the other 

completed by someone who completed a box last year.  

Commissioner Acker commented on how great this is and asked how long it would take 
to complete all the boxes in Novato. Bendickson noted that there are about 10 more boxes 
in Southern Novato appropriately suited for artwork 

Commissioner Larsen appreciates the community’s support for this project and asked 
about the car dealership that typically parks cars near one of the boxes but noted that 
cars haven’t been there lately. She appreciates the thoughtfulness that went into staff 
selection of the artwork and locations.  

Commissioner Whiteside feels lucky to have been part of the leadership team that started 
the Utility Art Box Program. She is touched by the joy that it brings and feels it not only 
helps build community, but it is also a magical addition to Novato. She thanked 
Bendickson for his continued work on this project.   

Commissioner Crow is excited to see this program grow and liked the selections of 
specific locations and especially liked the fact that a high school student will be 
participating in the program.  

Commissioner Acker asked about a possible celebration of recognition in June. 
Bendickson and Director Gauntlett said they would work on something, noting that due to 
the distance between boxes it might need to be a virtual announcement or similar. 

Public Comment: 

• None 

Commissions Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Bentley and seconded by 
Commissioner Whiteside the Commission voted 6-0-0-3 to accept the presentation and 
recommendation for the Utility Art Box Program, including the 11 artwork selections and 



 

 

assigned utility box locations, and the allocation of an additional $4,500 from the Public 
Art fund as presented by staff. 

AYE: Aker, Bentley, Crow, Larsen, Whiteside, Winsor 

NOE:  

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: Lacey, Pilloton, Weber 

F.3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consider Approving a Recommendation to the City Council Approving the 

Installation of a Mural at Hamilton Amphitheater Park Playground (601 N. Hamilton 

Pkwy); and Allocating $10,000 from the Public Art Fund (Fund 215) to Support the 

Project; and Authorize Staff to Issue a Call For Artists in Accordance with the Art 

In Public Places Policy 5.13 

Director Gauntlett began by providing a brief update on planned upgrades to the 

playground at Hamilton Amphitheatre Park. Gauntlett reported that she met with Public 

Works Department, and they are working on the construction bid package and should 

have that open next month. She also shared that she will be bringing some ideas and 

playground design to the Commission and may need to call for a special meeting in 

April or early May for their input. Gauntlett let the Commissioners know that her goal is 

to have the Hamilton Amphitheatre Playground completed by the last concert of the 

season at the Hamilton Amphitheater in August 2026.  

Gauntlett then moved on to the presentation regarding the installation of a Mural at 

Hamilton Amphitheater. She asked the Commission to consider approving a 

recommendation to the City Council for the installation of a mural, on an existing 

retaining wall at Hamilton Amphitheater Park Playground and allocating $10,000 from 

the Public Art Fund to support the project along with authorizing staff to issue a call for 

artists in accordance with the art in public places policy. 

Gauntlett reminded the Commission that the City’s next playground renovation project at 

Hamilton Amphitheatre Park is slated for Summer 2026. The project will include a 

playground replacement for ages 2-5 years, playground surfacing replacement, ADA 

improvements to paths, as well as water fountain and restroom enhancements.  

Gauntlett continued by recalling the initial community survey that was completed last 

summer. The residents identified play amenities, surfacing and colors as their priorities.  

In October, Gauntlett continued, the Commission provided directions to staff at a 

Special Meeting to explore a music theme for future play and design elements. 

Gauntlett assured the Commission that staff are still developing design options and will 

return to the Commission and community this spring for input.  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gauntlett described the existing wall to the Commissioners as a curving wall that goes 

all the way around the playground. Because of the sand, in some areas it is about three 

feet tall, and other areas it is three and a half feet tall. But you can see all three sides. 

The proposal is for the mural to be on the inside, the top and the visible outside portion. 

The City’s Art in Public Places Policy and Program, Gauntlett reminded the 

Commission, encourages the integration of art into civic spaces to enhance community 

identity, support artists and activate public places.  

By including this mural concept with the reconfiguration of the playground, Gauntlett 

continued, staff feels we will not only create a more inviting play space for children but 

also help to redevelop the park as the Amphitheater. Staff also feel, leaning into the 

music theme, integrate nicely into the overall Park and play space.  

Gauntlett shared that the application and promotion process will mirror the successful 

“Call for Artist” process for the Utility Box Art Program. Staff anticipates launching the 

“Call for Artists” in mid-April. Gauntlett added that priority consideration may be given to 

Novato artists to highlight and support local creative talent.  

The space is about 500 square feet, and a competitive rate for installation of this 

size/scale would be $10,000.  

Gauntlett requested the Commission make a recommendation to Council to approve the 

installation of a Mural at Hamilton Amphitheater Park Playground as part of the planned 

playground renovation project. Additionally, allocate $10,000 from the Public Art Fund 

(Fund 215) to support artist design, fabrication and installation of the mural. Lastly, 

authorize staff to issue a Call for Artists for the mural project in accordance with the City 

of Novato’s Art in Public Places Policy 5.1.3. 

Gauntlett explained if approved the next step would be to take the recommendation to 

Council for approval, after which staff will design the application process for this specific 

project, modeled after the Utility Box Art Program and then start preparing marketing 

materials and launch the “Call for Artist” in April.  

Commissioner Acker asked for clarification on the 500 square feet. Gauntlett mentioned 

that there is landscaping that covers part of the retaining wall. The sand is a loose 

surface, but when it’s replaced by the rubberized surface it will likely shrink the painting 

space. 

Commissioner Larsen is excited about the project. Asked if artwork will be owned by the 

City. Gauntlett assured her that it would. Additionally, she likes that it adds more color to 

the space. 

Whiteside supports this project. She expressed how she feels that it will make the space 

bright, happy and joyful. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winsor agrees with the other Commissioners and likes the idea of the color it will add to 

the space.  

Bentley is looking forward to seeing the artwork submission but asked about protection 

from bikes or damage from scraping that may occur. Gauntlett explained that we will 

add protective mural guard for UV protectant and graffiti protectant, similar to what we 

use on the Utility Boxes. We will also keep in touch with the artists, in case touch-ups 

are needed. 

Crow asked how artwork on concrete weathers, because there will be a lot of people 

sitting on it. Bendickson suggested Mural Guard but said there will be additional 

research about it.  

Public Comment 

• None 

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Winsor and seconded by 

Commissioner Larsen the  Commission voted 6-0-0-3 to submit the recommendation to 

City Council to Approve the installation of a mural at Hamilton Amphitheater Park 

Playground and allocate $10,000 from the Public Art Fun to support the project, and 

authorize staff to issue a Call for Artist in accordance with the Art in Public Places Policy 

5.13 

AYES: Acker, Bentley, Crow, Larsen, Whiteside, Winsor 

NOES; 

ABSTAIN; 

ABSENT: Lacey, Pilloton, Weber 

F.4. Consider Approving a Recommendation to City Council to Approve a Mural 

Location And Conceptual Theme at the Downtown Recreation Center and Pocket 

Park, 950 Seventh Street, in Partnership with The Marin County Youth Commission 

Director Gauntlett asked the Commission to consider approving a recommendation to 

City Council to approve a mural location and conceptual theme at the Downtown 

Recreation Center and Pocket Park located at 950 Seventh Street, in partnership with 

the Marin County Youth Commission. 

Gauntlett explained that staff was approached by the Marin Youth Commission who was 

interested in doing a mural in Novato. The Commission proposed the large retaining 

wall along the entrance to the Downtown Recreation Center. The Downtown Recreation 

Center and Pocket Park have a retaining wall visible from the entrance of the Gymnastic 

Center and Downtown Recreation Center Parking lot and continue into the Pocket Park.  



 

 

Gauntlett introduced Mira, a Senior at Branson High School who explained that, the 

Marin Youth Commission is interested in creating a mural in Marin with the theme: 

”Unity among communities of color in Marin”. The goal is to help educate the community 

on diversity, equity and inclusion. Mira explained, if approved by the Commission, the 

next step will be to take the recommendation to Novato City Council for approval. After 

gaining approval, on March 25 the Youth Commission plans to collaborate with City of 

Novato staff to connect with the Novato Community to get feedback on proposed 

designs concepts. They have a goal of presenting mural design options to the RCCS 

Commission at their next meeting scheduled for May 14. On June 9, the final design will 

be presented at the City Council Meeting for consideration and approval. Pending 

Council approval of the final artwork, installation of the artwork will take place from June 

10 through July 31.  

Mira noted that they would not have any financial requests of the City. The only request 

of the City would be to power wash and prime the wall.  

Commissioner Acker asked if there was any intention of including students from Novato. 

Mira assured her that students from MSA, which is part of Novato High School, are 

interested in participating. 

Commissioner Larsen likes the location and believes it will be beautiful. She likes the 

idea that so many kids go to the Gymnastics Center and will see it.  

Commissioner Whiteside likes the addition of color to the area. She is hopeful that lots 

of students will get involved. She feels that it brings a lot of heart to our community. 

Commissioner Winsor asked how getting teenagers to come together for this one 

project will work. Mira described it as “painting by numbers”. 

Commissioner Bentely asked how they came to decide on completing this project in 

Novato. Mira shared that she initially approached Gauntlett about the Rowland overpass 

but realized there would be too many legal hoops to make that happen within a 

reasonable timeframe. So, this was a good option, and they have many students from 

Novato who will be involved in the project. The lead artist is an MSA student.  

Commissioner Crow looks forward to seeing it all happen. She thinks it is a wonderful 

topic, and thanked Mira for her work leading the effort.  

Gauntlett asked Mira to restate the theme once again. Mira replied the theme is 

“Uplifting Youth of Color”, and having the mural at the Gymnastics Center helps to 

broaden the scope of educating the community on diversity, equity and inclusion.  

Gauntlett asked the Commissioners if there was anything specifically related to the 

theme, or if the Commissioners have any direction or help, they would like to give Mira 

as they start to develop the art for the mural. For example, Gauntlett explained, do they 

have any preference on colors, or direction on larger graphics versus fine detailed work. 



 

 

Any direction on things you would like to see in that space given the kinds of events that 

happen there.  

Commissioner Windsor trusts the artists to know what will work well on a large scale.  

Commissioner Larsen is looking for continuity and cohesiveness. There should be 

something that ties everything together. She feels if we are uplifting our youth of color, 

we want their stories. It needs to resonate with our youth, a celebration of culture and 

pride. 

Commissioner Acker also likes the storytelling idea but also believes because it is a 

large space, there needs to be bolder colors and design.  

Commissioner Bentely would like to make sure they keep in mind young kids and 

families when designing the mural to ensure content is appropriate.  

Chair Crow shared that there is a park in Oslo, with a Mural from the artist Viegeland, 

where the theme is about the stages of life, which she felt was a unifying concept, and 

one to consider. 

Public Comment: 

• None 

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Bentley and seconded by 

Commissioner Larsen the Commission voted 6-0-0-3 to recommend to City Council to 

approve a mural location and conceptual theme at the Downtown Recreation Center 

and Pocket Park located at 950 Seventh Street, in partnership with the Marin County 

Youth Commission. 

AYES: Acker, Bentley, Crow, Larsen, Whiteside, Winsor 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: Lacey, Pilloton, Weber 

G. COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS 

G.1. Staff Updates 

Manager Kambur presented department updates beginning with the Athletics division, 

she recapped a successful girls basketball season of City Hoopsters that ran from 

January through February with 61 participants. 



 

 

On the adult athletic side, we have 29 teams and 250 players participating in the City’s 

Adult Basketball league and another 29 teams and approximately 200 players in the 

adult Volleyball leagues.  

Kambur shared that PRCS plans to bring back Adult Open Gym Basketball on Monday 

evenings and Open Gym Volleyball on Tuesday evenings this summer. Both are held in 

Hill Gym Open and open to participants 18 years and older.  

In the Gymnastics division, a highlight was the 2026 Novato Classic held February 6-8, 

which had over 550 participating gymnasts from across the greater SF Bay Area. This 

was our largest Meet to date. The meet, she explained, is a collaborative effort between 

Novato Parks & Recreation and the Novato Gymnastics Boosters Club. The meet 

serves as their primary fundraisers. Funds are used to support the competitive team 

program and for annual donations to the City of Novato. In January 2026, Novato 

Gymnastics Boosters generously donated $25,000 to support the City’s gymnastics 

program, and in August of 2025, they donated another $5,000 to support several 

equipment related purchases and repairs. We are very grateful for their ongoing 

partnership and support.  

Kambur explained that the next session of gymnastics classes, Session 4 Spring 2026, 

begin on March 23rd and runs until June 5th. We currently have 644 enrolled in ongoing 

weekly classes for the Spring session. She concluded gymnastics division by providing 

an update on the recruitment for a 0.75 Gymnastics Instructor. In the teen program 

category, Kambur highlighted Teen Paint Night events which are held on Friday 

evenings at the Downtown Recreation Center. Upcoming Teen Paint Nights include a 

Spring-themed event on April 25 and Painting with Pride on June 5. Additionally, we 

have 19 tweens/teens enrolled in the Spring Counselor in Training Program. 

Themed lunches continue to be popular at the Margaret Todd Senior Center.  Kambur 

explained that the Senior Center hosted a Lunar New Year Lunch on February 4 and an 

Irish Lunch on March 4. Next up is the Fiesta Lunch in early May. Kambur then provided 

a brief overview of several upcoming Spring special events including:  

• Spring Trash to Treasures on Saturday, March 21at the Margaret Todd Senior 

Center. 

• Fishing in the City on Saturday, April 11 at Scottsdale Pond. 

• 5th Annual Spectrum Safety Event on Saturday, April 18 at the Downtown 

Recreation Center, Pocket Park. 

Loteria, a Diversity Day game night event on April 22 at Novato City Hall Kambur 

reminded the commission that the Spring & Summer Activity Guide is now available 

online and registration opens in early May for Summer Gymnastics and Swim Lessons. 

Additionally, Kambur asked the Commission for their participation in this year’s budget 

process. Reminding them that the budget survey is available online at 



 

 

novato.gov/opennovato and closes on Monday, March 23. The City is asking for 

participation in this year’s budget process. Survey is available online at 

novato.gov/opennovato and closes on Monday, March 23.   

Finally, Kambur concluded highlighted the City of Novato’s Spring recruitment for 

Committees, Commissions & Boards. She indicated that some of the RCCS 

Commissioners’ terms will expire on April 30, 2026, and that they will need to reapply if 

they wish to serve another term. Recruitment is now open and closes on March 30. 

Applications are available online at novato.gov/applyonline. 

G.2. Commissioner Reports 

Commissioner Acker thanked Kambur for the amazing program presentation and 

commented on how much is offered to the community by the department. 

Commissioner Larsen shared that she would have two tables at the Trash to Treasures 

event and recommends the Commissioners attend. She also highly recommends the 

Commissioners attend the Spectrum Safety Event. Also commends staff on the 

successful program change to City Hoopster. 

Commissioner Crow commended the CIT Program. 

Commissioner Whiteside would like to recommend a future discussion to change the 

name of the Margaret Todd Senior Center. 

Commission Action: Upon motion by Vice Chair Whiteside and seconded by 
Commissioner Winsor the Commission voted 6-0-0-3 to discuss the name of the 
Margaret Todd Senior Center at a future meeting. 
 
AYES: Acker, Bentley, Crow, Larsen, Whiteside, Winsor 

NOES: 

ABSTAIN: 

ABSENT: Lacey, Pilloton, Weber 

H. ADJOURNMENT 

Meeting adjourned at 7:44pm by Chair Crow. 

 

 
 

 

 
 



 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at 
the RCCS Commission meeting of May 14, 2026.   
  
/ Katie Dunn  /   
Katie Dunn, Administrative Technician   

 
 

 


