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CITY OF NOVATO

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION

Meeting Minutes

Wednesday, April 15, 2026 - 6:00 PM

CONVENE AND ROLL CALL

The Design Review Commission meeting began at 6:00 PM.

Commission Present: Commissioners Barber, Curtin, Heath, and Randall
Commission Absent: None

Staff Present: Deputy Community Development Director Steve Marshall, Principal Planner
Michael Smith, and Senior Planner Kaitlin Zitelli

APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

COMMISSION ACTION: Upon motion by Commissioner Heath and seconded by Commissioner
Curtin, the Design Review Commission voted 4-0 via roll call to approve the final agenda.

AYES: Commissioners Barber, Curtin, Heath, and Randall
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None

Motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENT - None
CONSENT ITEMS - None

D.1. Approve Meeting Minutes of March 05, 2025
D.2. Approve Meeting Minutes of June 04, 2025
D.3. Approve Meeting Minutes of February 04, 2026

COMMISSION ACTION: Upon motion by Commissioner Curtin and seconded by Commissioner
Randall, the Design Review Commission voted 4-0 via roll call to approve the meeting minutes of
March 05, 2025; June 04, 2025; and February 04, 2026.

AYES: Commissioners Barber, Curtin, Heath, and Randall
NOES: None

ABSTAIN: None

ABSENT: None

Motion carried.
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E. CONTINUED ITEMS - None
F. PUBLIC HEARING - None
G. WORKSHOPS

G.1. 200 SAN MARIN DR. RESIDENCES
DESIGN REVIEW; FILE NO. GP2025-1318
200 SAN MARIN DRIVE; APN 124-282-18

Conduct a design review workshop to receive public input and provide comments to the applicant and

staff regarding the proposed site design, massing, height, architecture, and landscaping, for the

construction of eight (8) attached single-family townhomes at 200 San Marin Drive (Project Site).
Senior Planner Zitelli presented the staff report.

Jeff Dougherty, the project applicant, presented the project.

Commissioner Heath asked how the site was accessed by vehicles heading west on San
Marin Dr. and if a U-turn was permitted at the San Marin/San Andreas intersection.

Mr. Dougherty said drivers would need to turn left on San Andreas Dr. then turnaround to
access the project site.

Commissioner Curtin asked about rooftop solar feasibility and HOA requirements at the site.

The commissioners gathered around the table with the applicant and invited members of the
public in the audience to join a review the project plans.

SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS

e Privacy concerns for the adjacent single-family homes on San Marin Drive.

e The buildings should be no taller than 2-stories and smaller in floor area.

e Questions about maintenance of the proposed fence at the southern property line.

e Concerns about vehicle access to the property and making U-turns on San Marin Drive.
¢ Questions about grading on the site and grade changes at the surrounding lots.

e Concerns about sight distance from San Marin/San Andreas intersection to the project
driveway.

SUMMARY OF COMMISSION COMMENTS

Chair Barber — Liked the Mediterranean architecture, but elevations facing San Marin Drive
need more articulation; perhaps consider upper story step-backs. He commented on the lack
of front entry to certain units and suggested extending walkways to the exterior door to the
garage. He liked the landscaping design, but noted the renderings did not accurately show
tree height. He had concerns about the amount of parking.
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Commissioner Heath — preferred the Craftsman architectural style to the Mediterranean style,
but agreed the elevations facing San Marin Drive need more articulation.

Commissioner Randall — liked both architectural styles considered by the applicant;
suggested using more native trees; and recommended relocating balconies to overlook the
interior driveway.

Commissioner Curtin — supported the design of the Project and the suggestions regarding
the elevations facing San Marin Drive and landscaping.

H. GENERAL BUSINESS - None
. ADJOURNMENT
The Design Review Commission adjourned the meeting at 7:20 pm.

| HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the Design Review
Commission meeting of June 17, 2026.

/[Rachelle Young/
Rachelle Young, Senior Office Assistant / Planning Division
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