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Introduction
The City of Novato Parks, Recreation & Community Services Department is exploring potential improvements to the 
playground at Hamilton Amphitheater Park. The park features a historic 1930s-style amphitheater that hosts musical 
performances, including the City's free summer concert series, Hot Amphitheater Nights. The park offers open grassy 
areas, a playground designed for children ages 2–5, a gazebo, restrooms, picnic tables and a reservable BBQ area.

The proposed playground replacement will remain within its existing footprint, approximately 44 by 62 feet at its widest 
points. Perimeter fencing is not recommended for this space, as most of the play area is currently enclosed with curbing, 
a split-rail fence, and landscaping, which define the play space and separate it from the rest of the park. 

We are in the initial stages of planning, and we want to hear from you! Share your preferences on park features such as 
play amenities and playground surfacing. Please take our survey by 11:59pm on Monday, September 1. Your feedback will 
help guide the City as we begin to consider renovations for this site. 

Set Your Survey Language: You can easily take this survey in your preferred language. Simply select "Set Language" in 
the bottom left corner of this screen and choose from the list of available languages. 

Seleccione el idioma de su encuesta: Puede realizar fácilmente esta encuesta en su idioma preferido. Simplemente 
seleccione "Set Language" en la esquina inferior izquierda la encuesta y elija de la lista de idiomas disponibles.

2 | communityfeedback.opengov.com/14572 Created with OpenGov | September  3, 2025, 10:51 AM

Future Improvements at Hamilton Amphitheater Park

Help plan where you play! What is your vision for Hamilton Amphitheater Park?



Summary Of Responses

As of September  3, 2025, 10:51 AM, this forum
had:

Topic Start Topic End

Attendees: 378 July 23, 2025,  9:26 AM September  1, 2025, 11:59 PM

Responses: 287

Hours of Public Comment: 14.4

QUESTION 1

Are you a Novato resident?

% Count

Yes 96.9% 278

No 3.1% 9

QUESTION 2

What zip code do you reside in?

% Count

94945 15.0% 43

94947 24.4% 70

94949 57.8% 166

Other 2.8% 8
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% Count

Daily 3.8% 11

Weekly 22.3% 64

Monthly 26.8% 77

A few times a year 32.8% 94

Rarely or never 14.3% 41

QUESTION 4

Do you have children or regularly care for children (e.g. grandchildren, babysitting) in any of these age ranges?

% Count

Yes, Ages 0-2 36.6% 105

Yes, Ages 3-5 47.0% 135

Yes, Ages 6-12 36.9% 106

Yes, Ages 13-17 10.1% 29

I do not have, nor regularly care for, any children. 17.8% 51

QUESTION 5

Please rank in order of preference (with 1 being the most preferred and 3 being the least preferred) the
playground theme you would most like to see at Hamilton Amphitheater Park.

1. Nature Theme

2. Airplane or Boat Theme

3. Music Theme
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QUESTION 3

On average, how often do you or members of your household visit Hamilton Amphitheater Park playground?



QUESTION 6

What are your top priorities for featured play elements at Hamilton Amphitheater Park? Please select your top
three.

% Count

Swings 69.0% 198

Slides 69.3% 199

Climbers/Balance/Agility 76.3% 219

Motion Play 49.1% 141

Sensory or Music Play 36.2% 104

QUESTION 7

Which color scheme do you prefer for the playground design?

% Count

Bright 30.7% 88

Nature-based 29.6% 85

Cool 39.7% 114

QUESTION 8

What is your preferred play surfacing?

% Count

Rubberized Surfacing 69.7% 200

Engineered Wood Fiber (wood chips) 17.8% 51

Synthetic Turf 12.5% 36
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QUESTION 9

Have you visited our new playgrounds at Josef Hoog or Pioneer Park? If yes, what are your favorite features of
these playground designs?

195

92
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Answered

Skipped

See pages 7-16 for responses



No 

no 

No 

Yes, love the soft ground. The mushrooms are cute. The parking is great 

Swings and slides 

The rubberized surface! 

My child loves the spinning chair at pioneer 

Yes, pioneer. Rubber floor, lots of things to play on. Safe. I don’t like how hot it is and that 
there is minimal shade. I also don’t like how bright the colors are. I would love a playground 
that blends into nature. 

Yes! The shade and rubberized floors make Pioneer Park worth the drive. 

Swing variety, rubber floor mat, usable by many ages 

The gate at Josef hoog 

No 

Variety is excellent. The slides are great 

Fun slides and ground 

all ages friendly 

Yes. At Hoog it’s the slide; At Pioneer park it’s all the different elements. 

Accessibility and varied motor skills 

Yes. My boys loved the butterfly climber and the tower leading to the slide. 

Variety of equipment, heights and PIP surface. 

Variety of equipment, heights, multi-use swings, surface, fence enclosure. 

Yes, the mushrooms at Hoog part are very cute 

Swings, slides, tire swing, climbing stuff 
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The way the play structure looks, I like that it is shaded! 

Yes but unfortunately my children think they are designed for younger kids so disappointed. 

Yes, it looks fabulous and I would hope that you would do this all over the city 

Big, clean, mix of activities for all ages 

Modernized and the rubber surface (less prone to getting hurt) 

The ground is excellent and the variety of play options like music, movement, and climbing 

Yes!!!! Love the fence, swings and tall slide for big kids. They also love the spinning wheel a 
lot 

Fenced in area and shade structures 

They are repetitive and similar features. We need more variety not just in them but in style 
and type. Please don’t remove anymore proper swings as no one uses the accessible ones 
at hoog. We need to keep a few traditional play grounds - natural (not natural colors but 
actually not made of plastic) and Sand pits. Real wood structures please !! 

No 

The multi levels of the playground, the unique swing options 

The surfacing. 

Inclusive, accessible, lots of seating. Structures where kids can play alone or together. No 
wood chips or sand 

ease of access and layout of park 

The slides, climbing, the various options of both 

No 

I love it…super comfortable on my aging body and joints lol! 

Bridges, swings 

All of the climbing and the tall slides 

I like the soft ground at pioneer, I like how it’s enclosed, all of pioneer is enjoyed by our 
family. 
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Climbing and slides. Also shade 

The climbing and nature themes. Squishy surface. Different sections for different ages. 
Benches 

Yes, we like the curving tube slide and the rocking boats the best at pioneer park. 

Being fenced in, the variety of slides, the rope climbing web at Pioneer, the activities built 
into the sides of the structures 

swings 

The slides 

The rubberized surfacing is so nice compared with sand or wood chips. 

no 

Yes. The fence enclosure and nature theme 

Shade over the play structure 

Fenced in. Options for different age children. Metal benches not the bad wood ones. 

Swings 

Climbing web, rubber surface 

We regularly enjoy taking our young (2-5 years) grandchildren to our local parks. We were 
excited to see that Hoog Park was being updated. It’s been a HUGE disappointment. We 
support using modified equipment to accommodate children with special needs. However, 
the resulting choices are inappropriate and even dangerous for 2-5 year olds. 

Yes 

Spider web, climbing wall 

Yes, the swings and slide 

pioneer - soft ground and shade 

No 

Cover variety of ages 
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Yes big space 

I really like the layout, and all of the climbing/agility play at Pioneer. Additionally, the 
structure at Hoog is also great! 

Outstanding, imaginative, accessible play equipment 

The continuity which allows the children to go from one thing to the next. 

Yes 

Hoog - larger swings that interest older teens 

Slides 

Yea, you're doing a great job, we are loving it. Need to make sure there is shade present. 
Pioneer is tough right now. 

Swings 

yes. liked a lot about Hoog park 

Shade, gated, swings where both the parent and child can swing. 

Motion play and varying more advanced structures 

The spider web climbing rope structure 

Motion. Swings. Spinning. 

The balancing ropes are the favorites in my family. 

Yes! Pioneer park’s fenced in playground, more swings, inclusive 

Safety gate added and slides 

Yes - the soft top is great - and that it’s enclosed. We also like that the slides on the smaller 
kid size are not steep and high. 

Love everything at Pioneer Park! 

Like the enclosed gate 

The two person swings, seesaw, the climbing feature (nets and ropes), the boat 
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We go to Pioneer Park. My older son who is 13 can enjoy the park as much as my 10 year 
old. I think keeping in mind children of all ages who would like to enjoy the playground is 
important because we have a population of older kids with intellectual disabilities who still 
want to partake. 

Yes. Accessibility! 

No 

Yes! Ensuring there are areas for the small tots and interactive items beyond typical 
playground swings/slides 

No 

Yes. We love that they are both fenced in and have places for the parents to sit. 

Rubberized surfacing at both parks. 

Love the rubber at Pioneer. Sand and wood chips limit use esp. for small babies and 
kiddos. Also love that there is a gate enclosure. 

Pioneer we enjoy the big slides, swings and above ground play structures 

Yes!! The umbrellas. The double swings 

No, not yet. 

Slides and shade. Climbing wall. 

Different types of swings 

Shades through the park especially hoog 

The climbers! My daughter loves them. 

2-person swings, mushrooms, trunk steps

Yes, wish there was a little more for younger kiddos! But enjoy them often 

Different types of swings, climbing for a range of skill/confidence levels 

Love the nature-based theme at Hoog! We also love how the children are really able to 
climb up high but still feel safe. We also love the shade provided at Hoog. 
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We love the swing that an adult can use with a child, and the merry go round. We also love 
that its fenced in and had shade. 

no 

No 

Pioneer Park 10/10. We love the option of two parks in one for different ages. The ground is 
a safe material. Swings work for all ages. 

Yes. The height of the features at Pioneer Park is really fun 

Yes, the slide and gate around the park. 

I love the tall structures that adults can follow their children around without banging their 
heads 

Too high, not enough shade, doesn’t feel integrated into the environment or nature 

The shade, the swings, the fence, and the different climbing options at each. 

Yes. Love the fence, so stray dogs can’t bite the children 

The built in games, tall slides, fenced in playgrounds, SHADE! 

Yes - love the adaptive playground at pioneer, seating and shade 

Accessibility and climbing 

A wide variety of options for kids, safe enclosed space 

Yes, the gate, the variety of activities, and the flooring! 

Yes. motion play 

Yes, love it 

Unfortunately we have been really disappointed and tend to avoid. The synthetic rubber 
and turf is harmful to the children with off gassing etc. IT STINKS in the heat!! 

Closed in play area, updated and safe structures 

no 

Yes - the slides and climbing features are great 
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Rope climbing and merry go round 

swings, rubber surface, enclosed fence 

Yes, twirly slide, animal/nature sound machine. 

We like the accessibility and hidden picnic tables at Pioneer. We also like the various swing 
options. 

How it seems so big for such a small area. Seems they tried to put maximum things in such 
a small space 

Shaded opportunities for parents, the moving activities 

yes , options for younger kids , rubberized surface, animal sounds and educational facades 

Activities for small toddlers 

The large structures 

The new equipment is nice at pioneer park. 

What I like most about Josef Hoog is that there’s a cover providing shade for the kids, and 
what I like most about Pioneer park is that there is a variety of options for both young and 
older kids, so they can all enjoy (separately or together) 

yes, love the new enclosed area and lots of swings at both parks. 

We love the variety and space of features at pioneer. The rock climbing wall and the rope 
climbing structure are our kid’s favorites 

Yes. I love all the climbing equipment and the swings that are adaptive for all ages and 
abilities 

Love the play structure at Pioneer Park 

Two seated swings, ramps for easy access onto the playgrounds. 

Pioneer Park play structure 

I have not visited those parks. 

Yes. Variety of play structure 

Yes, everything 
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I like the inclusive nature of these parks 

Pioneer Park has shade and play structures for older kids. 

All the swing options 

No 

No 

Yes- protected space with gate, rubber floors, new safe shaded equipment 

Variety of climbing structures for older children. 

no 

yes - we love the variety of activities but do not go often due to lack of shade and over 
crowdedness 

Yes. Merry go round at pioneer 

I like both 

Ground and shade. 

Yes. Surfacing and climbing features at Hoog are great. 

Not lately 

The climbing structure 

Love the nature theme of Hoog and love the 2 different sides with lots of slides at Pioneer. 
Also, when my son was still crawling, having a park that had a smooth surface (not wood 
chips) was amazing 

Yes, love Pioneer Park improvements! 

Pioneer - like all the options to play with. Would prefer more shade (less rubberized to keep 
temperature down), more shade and better integration with surrounding lawn and picnic 
tables. 

New playground surface, inclusive design 

More variety for all ages (not just a toddler playground) 

14 | communityfeedback.opengov.com/14572



The rubberized surfacing and the accessible features. 

Big slide, spinning features, swings, rubber flooring keeps cleaner 

yes, everyone who knew it, misses the old playground at pioneer park, the OG PG and the 
burning metal taught lifeskills and forced children to learn first aid for burns... 

N/A 

My kids love the playground at Pioneer Park. The ground-level merry-go-round, variety of 
swings, and the extra-tall slide are particularly loved 

No 

No 

Play structure and colors 

Yes, I like that both have a fence around the playground. My 2 year old daughter loves the 
music and nature learning sections and how the play surfacing is soft so if she falls, she 
doesn't get hurt. 

No 

Yes. Love both parks. My son loves climbing and “hiding places” 

SHADE 

Everything is wonderful, hard to pick 

Variety of equipment for active child play. 

Yes, they are amazing! Still, I feel there aren’t enough playgrounds in Novato, and the ones 
we have aren’t always suitable for kids older than 9 or 10. 

expression swings; separate toddler and big kid sections 

not yet 

Fenced in and shaded 

Yes. Like the communications board, animal trackers, sounds of water the high climb to the 
treehouse, the shade canopy. Liked the tree stump until I touched it, and it was hot as 
Hades. Plastic gets very hot in the sun. If the stump were made of wood, it would not be 
hot. 
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no 

The shade is crucial/critical and I would assume that the big 

Yes, obstacle course style 

I love the amount of different types of things to do, there are so many options for kids. 

I found Pioneer Park playground boring, short rides, low structures, not as exciting and 
creative as it used to be in the past. When planning the new Ham Amph playground, please 
have your designer visit San Pablo Park in Berkeley - a more exciting playground. It would be 
lovely to have some water features as well. 

Yes. The climbing areas 

I love that there’s no wood chips, fence off, so many different type of activities for kids of all 
ages. 

Love the shade! Please do as much shade as possible. Love the big web at Pioneer for 
climbing. 

Double swings and play surface 

No 

Accessible and safe surfacing 

The flooring, the shade sail awning, the interactive sound features 
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QUESTION 10

Any other comments or feedback you would like to share with us at this time?

Answered 136

Skipped 151

Future Improvements at Hamilton Amphitheater Park

Help plan where you play! What is your vision for Hamilton Amphitheater Park?
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resurfacing of walkways would be great 

Resurfacing the walkways would be nice 

We love visiting the remodeled parks due to the safety elements of rubberized surfaces as 
well as the fence and cleanliness of the park 

Please include shade. Inclusive features should also be a priority. Thank you! 

Please update the south Hamilton playground. That one is in desperate need of an upgrade. 
Things are literally falling apart. There’s caution tape and broken pieces. It’s so unsafe. 

Having high parts of the playground be enclosed is so valuable. It’s safer for the kids and so 
much easier to supervise as a parent. Some features look cool (like the tall spirally 
climbers or fire poles) but they make it so stressful to watch kids. Safety is everything— for 
kids and parents! 

Excited to this park improved and hope the south Hamilton park will also be updated for 
older kids! Such a wonderful space. 

THANK YOU 

Please add some shade to protect slides and swings from getting to hot in the sun. The 
shade also helps protect the surface from getting to hot for crawling kiddo or bare footed 
kiddos 

Shade and spread out the play equipment 

The South Hamilton park should be a bigger priority to redo. 

I love that there would be a theme. 
Please, avoid clear plastic like the window currently at the amphitheater playground. It's no 
longer transparent and it's all scratched. 

Include all age groups- universal play if possible. No sand 

Please include equipment for all ages. No sand 

I’m not a huge fan of the rubber surface. It has a funny smell. I enjoy wood chips because it 
feels more natural and smells nice. 

Kids love the sand - would be nice to keep at least some of it. 
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Love the idea of a boat or plane theme since the structure itself gives the kids something to 
play pretend with in addition to the climbing and playing 

It’s unfortunate that the age range for this playground is so little. I hope more improvements 
can be made for older children to climb and explore. 

Please have this pass for our community and kids! 

Please make sure there are areas with shade and I don’t like the rubber ground surface at 
pioneer park. Seems unhealthy and gets super hot 

Thank you for finally replacing our parks! 

When are daughter was younger we visited regularly but when she got past the toddler 
stage the park did not meet our needs. 

Thank you for improving our public spaces! Excited for kids to have more places to play and 
build community 

thanks for letting us do this. 

Make sure to create shade or use materials that do not get too hot in the sun. Whenever we 
visited the existing playground, the slides were burning hot from the sun for our child to use 
them 

Shade and water mist please! Inground trampolines German style and shaved 
ice/gelato/sugar free vendors please with iced coffee drinks, etc. for the adults. A shallow 
fountain to through coins bigger than the size of a quarter with Choi fish! See saw 

A nook to sit and read a book as a break in between active play is a really useful 
accommodation. 

I very much appreciate having real bathrooms available, please keep those!!! 

I would encourage staff to include some form of shade for the play area. Thank you. 

Really appreciate the effort here at this particular park. We live in Hamilton and visit 3x a 
week. Will visit even more if and when it’s upgraded. Thanks! 

Needs shade. Make sure to also keep other playgrounds safe while totally redoing others. 
The other Hamilton playground has a removed and broken slide. 
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Ample bike parking and bike routes should be provided due to the parks proximity to the 
smart train and future north-south greenway. 

recall Tim O'Connor 

Keep the amphitheater part of the park, please 

Having multiple surfaces is an option and is easily seen at many San Francisco parks. It’s 
possible to have a concrete winding path, one area of grass, and the rest turf (or area of 
sport court). It’s not all or nothing. All playgrounds should not look the same in Novato. 
They also should not be all agility climbing based but should have sections that have safe 
railings/walls and ramps and slides. There needs to be enough swings. Having a theme with 
little picnic tables and houses attached is also strong for play. Having a painted wall or 
mosaic is nice. 
The sensory play is lowest on the list. 3 are requires in the reply but while an area for that is 
helpful given it’s already at amphitheater wouldn’t pick this location for it to be the main 
attraction. Having some low dramatic play like the airplanes are great. Sf has a great 
airplane park and dragon slide park and many themes. Cool or bright colors get (most) kids 
excited. Needs fencing and signage about dogs and close waste baskets. 

Focus on children under 8 years old. Interactive features 

Shade is so important for both the kids and adults! 

We hope that the choices made for the structures chosen for Hamilton are safe, 
appropriate for this age group and fun for the little ones. 

Lots of shade needed 
Child requests: Monkey bars, fire pole 

Our kids are 11 and 14 we were regulars at this park when they were small and it has been 
sad to see it fall into disrepair and have features taken away. The focus for this park should 
be kept for smaller kids. But it would be great if the eastern portion of the grass field could 
be smoothed and leveled as well. 

Please strongly consider wood fiber. The rubber and turf have too many chemicals that are 
bad for babies and kids. We would love to continue to have a section have sand because 
my kids and their friends love to play in the sand and it’s where they spend the most time at 
the park, thank you! 

More shade 

20 | communityfeedback.opengov.com/14572



I'd be grateful for features that are attractive to children old enough to be tempted by video 
games and phones (and that's not very old!). Let's help them stay active! 

As a former Air Force Base, I'd like to see airplane theme as a nod to the base's history. 

I didn't realize this survey was just about the playground. I was hoping you were going to 
ask about the amphitheater. I don't have children, but I like the amphitheater for climbing 
steps and exercising. It would be great if the stairs were more consistent, and low branches 
were cut away. I've seen several groups do exercises there. It would be great if you take that 
into consideration when you refurbish it. 

Large swing nets are also great for older kids or teens, we should create parks that provide 
fun for all ages 

I think a shade structure and a picnic table nearby with benches to sit at would be ideal. 

Keep doing what we're doing to make parks and rec in Novato inclusive for all. And F 
Donald F. Trump. 

I would like to see more shade, pioneer and Hoog still don’t have enough. 

Please make Hamilton park as great as Pioneer, Novato needs love to bring in more families 
and Hamilton desperately needs help! 

Please also look at upgrading the main Hamilton park playground. Lots of it is falling apart 
or has been removed over the last few years and serves a much larger age range than the 
amphitheater playground 

Please make the playground structure portion way bigger for kids to play during concerts 
and birthdays. And increase age appropriateness to 10 or so. 

No 

The bathrooms at pioneer park’s bathrooms suck so having a nice bathroom that’s clean 
instead of a Porto potty would be great 

Emphasis on rubberized surfaces and safety gates to keep toddlers inside play area 

An enclosed park would be great. Also some shade and coverings. Thank you for all the 
thought you put into the parks 

Love what you all did in the gated area at Pioneer Park- something similar would be great! 
Ty so much! 
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I think hoog is too high (where slide is) 
Would be nice to cater to younger kids preschool age 

My 8 year old hopes for monkey bars or something similar. 

I of course want ALL children to be considered when designing the playground. We need to 
ensure that children who need mobile assistance can enjoy the playground as well. That 
they are challenged at the park, and entertained. I also think having swings is very 
important for all kids because its a simple thing that everyone can partake in, kids old or 
young. I also would like fencing put in place. Because this playground is located at an event 
venue, I think all parents would appreciate a fenced in play area so that they don't have to 
worry about kids roaming away. 

Do not consider any ground materials that limit accessibility. Rubberized surfaces allow all 
users (including those using a walker caring for grandchildren, children in wheelchairs, 
etc.) can access parts of the structure. Make sure to keep some elements at 
wheelchair/toddler height at ground level. Include at least one wheelchair accessible 
motion or swing activity. 

We recently were at a playground in Pacific Grove and they had built a cement style table 
that was meant to be able to drive you cars/trucks on it. Very cool and a good way to create 
additional play areas within the playground 

Please provide shade that area is very sunny! It would be great to have a seesaw or animals 
that have springs. A splash pad would also be great. Having it be a themed playground 
similar to the one at millennial Park. It would be great to have features that other Novato 
playgrounds don’t have. 

Be mindful on heights and openings of structures. 

Rubberized surface great to play and run on . But more shade is needed at Pioneer it really 
retains heat from sun and smells in the warm days. 

Please please consider keeping the sand as the play surface. It is one of the only sand 
options left. We have many small children in this neighborhood and parents would prefer a 
more natural surface. Wood chips are problematic, and rubberized / synthetic turf are both 
toxic options that us locals do not want at our playground. Thank you. 

please keep focused on 2-5 age range 
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What about south Hamilton park? I feel like south Hamilton park is much more frequented 
and needs more of an update then amphitheater. We go to south Hamilton much more 
then amphitheater due to the size of Amphitheater. It’s a very small park. Maybe increase 
the size? This was the main complaint I have heard regarding Hoog park. Disappointed that 
the park stayed so small. 

Minimize spending on this project. The playground is rarely used. Don't expand playground 
footprint or amount of equipment. Merely replace any equipment that is too worn down or 
unsafe. 
There is a large playground in the neighborhood that is actively used, at the end of Hangar 
Way. 

FYI: turning spiral placed at Hoog cannot be used to spin down because of the pole 
attached to one side. It’s a fun structure when installed differently. 
Would be great to have a mix of features for all ages. This is for example pretty well done at 
Hoog. 

This park seems like an ideal place to allow large parties because of the amount of space, 
ample parking, and large street that can safely accommodate traffic increases. Please 
consider building infrastructure for large parties here and removing it from parks like Hoog 
where the burden is too great on the small neighborhood. 

We would like to see more trees for natural shade and seating options for picnics or parents 
inside the fenced area. 

nothing gaudy or cheesy, use graffiti resistant materials The stuff where it can be cleaned a 
bit easier if someone tags it 

Pay your city workers a fair wage. 

Have regular swings along with the disability swings. 

Neutral colors, wood if possible 

I would like to see a lot of shade structures, water, fountains, water bottle filling stations 

Please let kids be kids and make the park grow with our children. I have a 10 year-old but 
also a five-year-old so we’d like to entertain both age ranges. 

Please no sand, lots of shade, build it into the natural environment, keep the beautiful tree. 
Nothing too high. No wood chips. 
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Closing in the higher levels of the playground so little kids can’t fall off is always 
appreciated! 

Please set up a separate dog park, and fence in the children’s area. Too many dog bites and 
attacks have occurred in other parks. Just yesterday a leashed dog was attacked, and badly 
hurt, at Marion Park, acc to Novato In The Know 

More shade at all parks. I would highly suggest a water feature at this new park 
improvement. The one is terra Linda by Kaiser hospital is a favorite summer spot for us. 

Glad to see they’re getting an upgrade 

Please make the amphitheater into a cultural and performing arts destination. There is 
ample space for playgrounds already. Save this historic and well-designed space! Don't 
just turn it into another kiddie playground. 

PLEASE PLEASE PLEASE do not put the fake surface flooring in the playground. PLEASE 
HAVE SHADE!!!! We cannot even visit pioneer park bc the synthetic floor off gases in the 
heat and smells disgusting. It is also SO SO hot. So we pretty much only go to Miwok 
because it is the only comfortable park to visit in the summer heat. Kids need to be 
connected to nature and not exposed to harmful chemicals when its playtime. 

I have seen photos of the parks that have been redone. They are very nice but lack one very 
important piece. Novato has many hot days. The sun is shining down on the equipment 
making it impossible to use because it is very hot to the touch. I strongly suggest triangle 
coverings or another type of covering over some of the equipment to keep it cool to the 
touch for our little ones. Please incorporate tenting as part of your design. 

It would be nice to have extra shades all over the playground on top of all the play 
structures as it gets really hot during the summer months, also it would be nice to have 
some type of water feature 

Pioneer park is a great model for this space 

If you do a spinning toy. We saw one recently at an elementary school that was so much 
more fun than the spinning on at Hoog. It was set at a slight angle, so when the kids 
stood/sat on it they could get it spinning with very little effort, my kids had so much fun 
taking turns on it. 

Love the idea to have the playground reflect on the history of the area 
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Bathrooms are key to remain/ upgraded if necessary. People come here with Dogs so 
having it be dog friendly and appropriate for kids. 

I would like for this park to remain for toddlers ages 2-5, the other big park in Hamilton also 
needs a makeover and that should be for the older kids 

I feel that history of the location would be a nice theme but since the use will be 
amphitheater music would be nice too. 

We would visit Hamilton Amphitheater park more often if the playground was better, so 
seeing there is a project in the horizon is exciting! Thank you so much! 

My kids love the sand and were sad that feature was taken away from Hoog, hoping there 
might be one park that retains the sandbox feature. 

Do NOT make the park 3 stories high like the big slides at Pioneer Park. IF you do, it needs to 
be ENCLOSED on all sides and only open to go down the slide. My son fell from the top of 
the rope climbing and miraculously grabbed onto another robe when falling. Another mom 
told me and said she witnessed a girl fall from the TOP of the playground. I do NOT go to 
Pioneer bc my kids are crazy and WILL fall off the top on accident from shoving and loosing 
their balance. 

I would like to see sand considered as a surface. It was great when sun valley park had that 
- the kids always played with it and it was a soft landing. I would also like to see real natural
elements, wood structures with healthy finishes and native pollinator plants in or around
the playground. These benefit the health and well-being of our children, adult caregivers
and the ecosystem.

I would love for the playground design to prioritize accessibility (magical bridge style 
playgrounds). It would also be lovely to have vegetable garden areas and fruit trees. My 
kids, nieces, and nephews love to play in garden spaces and water plants. 

Please add barbecues and picnic benches to make this area more suited to large parties 

Plenty of places for children to climb and explore are important. And accessibility for all 
ability levels. Also, features that encourage group play are great. 

Whatever surface is chosen, please choose a fire resistant product. 

No 

25 | communityfeedback.opengov.com/14572



The amphitheater playground is for very young children. My older grandchildren (8 and 6 
years old) can't use this smaller playground as well as Pioneer Park. 

Consider wheelchair, vision impaired, and deaf accessibility...for example, the light house 
or vision impaired groups might know which color schemes track better. Different textures 
on surfaces identify where I am in the park. Maybe a play station with a tactile map to orient 
children and adults. A table for chess games and a board with a stone top. hopscotch, 
bacci ball, or horseshoes, not only for little children. You have a significant elderly 
population. Will walkways be accessible with walkers and wheelchairs with woodchips? 
No, Build these into the plan and everyone enjoys the space equally. 

Make it accessible to all. 

While I appreciate the inclusiveness of the adaptive swings at the new parks, I think we over 
index on features designed for those with special needs while sacrificing more traditional 
play spaces. As someone who visits these playgrounds several times a week, I have never 
seen someone these swings were designed for actually using them. In a small park like 
Hamilton where choices will need to be made, I’d ask we reflect on who will get most use 
from the structures and choose appropriate equipment for that audience. 

The grassy area seems to be the LEAST used open space in Novato. Even the open field 
below the swimming pools gets more use with various dog activities and soccer practices. 

I'd love to see the open field area either leveled for things like soccer practice and events or 
turned into a more intentional park land with trees, paths, clearings for picnics and group 
parties etc. I can imagine it as a hybrid space between nature walk and gathering space 
that would be much more intentional than it's current usage. 

I prefer a more natural playground like the one at Stafford Lake 

Looking forward to this!! We would LOVE to have the Arroyo Avichi playground upgraded- 
there are sooo many young families who live in the area, but we have to drive to any 
playground 

Please include elements to provide shade for structures and surrounding areas! 

As a parent who lives in Hamilton and uses the park, attends birthdays at the park and 
attends the concerts, I’d like to strongly recommend you create a clear line of sight for 
parents to the playground from the picnic area. Removing the shrubs would greatly help. 
Right now you cannot be at the picnic tables and keep an eye on your child at the 
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playground at the same time. Thank you for your commitment to creating a wonderful 
space of play for our community! 

More play structures would be great since the amphitheater draws in large crowds with lots 
of kids. 

Universal design is an important consideration for creating inclusive spaces, and it's a great 
goal to engineer playgrounds where everyone feels welcome. However, there can be a 
balance between making a space universally accessible and offering a variety of 
challenges that help children develop. 

Designing a playground that offers a range of experiences can benefit everyone. For 
example, some elements could focus on fine motor skills, while others challenge gross 
motor skills like climbing and balancing. This kind of diversity provides opportunities for 
children of different abilities to engage in activities that are both fun and stimulating. The 
goal is to create an environment where all children can build confidence and learn their 
own unique strengths and limitations. 

If i am being honest, and i mean this with the utmost humility, too much focus has been put 
on making everything "easy for everyone." and we end up sacrificing the opportunity to 
challenge our youth to use their imagination, their ingenuity and their comradery. 

Parking is extremely limited, barely enough space for off loading picknick materials. 

Playgrounds built to be inclusive are perfect for everybody. Playgrounds with significant 
shade structures are inclusive. 

Use the surface that you think is best 

Put in a dog park to separate usage better and accommodate more of the local needs. 

No Homeless encampments!!!!!! 

Pioneer Park doesn't have very good shade so it isn't the best park in the summer or on hot 
days. It would be great if this new park had good shade during the summer months. 

Thank you for doing this 

Please make sure there is shade for the parents to sit while the kids play. Also shade 
coverings on the playground for the kiddos. 

27 | communityfeedback.opengov.com/14572



Since there's not a lot of shade in the Hamilton playground area it would be great to have 
extra sunshade sails over the play structures including the swings if possible. Our family is 
very excited to see the outcome of this project! Thank you 

Keep the musical events!! 

It would be amazing to have more open space for our kids to play, perhaps including skate 
parks for older children. Stafford Lake and Miwok Park could be fantastic places to create 
additional activities for kids. We really love these parks! 

No plastic or artificial turf (reduce plastics in our environment!). 
Upgraded bathrooms are higher priority than a playground! 

It would be great if there was more parking options and also preventing The Bluffs at 
Hamilton from using this as employee parking. The lot is often full even when the park is 
empty. 
The Summer music event are amazing. It would be great to see more events, music and for 
families. 

appreciate the survey and opportunity to provide input 

The 7/10/2025 Staff Report says that $700,000 is budgeted to improve Hamilton 
Amphitheater Park.  The 44 ft. X 62 ft. Children's playground area is to be entirely replaced 
with equipment designed for children ages 2 to 5 years.  I applaud your plan to retain the 
existing split rail fencing and hedging that surrounds the playground, because it is well-
maintained, attractive, and acts as an excellent barrier surround enclosure for the 
playground. Given your $700,000 budget, there is ample money to improve the remaining 
four acres of Hamilton Amphitheater Park.  I ask the following: *Please do not over-improve 
the restrooms.  They are okay as is and can benefit by simple cosmetic improvements such 
as paint. 
*Please do nothing to change the amphitheater.  It is gorgeous, well-placed, and functions
well for a variety of performances.
*Please add a children's water play feature, for which parents all over Novato have been
begging for many years.
*Please upgrade the existing gazebo in size and with seating.  Citizens all over Novato beg
for shade in parks, and the existing gazebo offers shade positioned optimally for parents to
watch their small children in the play area.  You may be concerned that sleepers will invade
the seating.  Other communities prevent this by installing seating designed to inhibit
sleeping.  Also, please install two permanent game tables under the gazebo, so that older
brothers and sisters can occupy themselves with checker and chess game pieces they
bring.

28 | communityfeedback.opengov.com/14572



*In the grassy area that faces the children's playground, please provide outdoor fitness
equipment designed for teens and adults.  Install outdoor fitness equipment designed to
serve adult and teen wheelchair users, too.  The flat parking area is good for disabled
individuals to park, and the flat lawn is a good location to install 10 to 12 pieces of fixed
outdoor fitness equipment designed for weight-bearing and aerobic exercises.  Utilize the
shade from the beautiful deciduous tree overshadowing the lawn.  Face the equipment
toward the children's play area so parents and grandparents work out while keeping an eye
on their children and provide enduring examples of maintaining health in front of their
children.  An assisted living facility overlooks the park.  Residents there will be glad to make
their way to outdoor fitness equipment in the Vitamin D building sunshine.
*Most of Novato's parks provide inadequate space for parents to be in the shade watching
their children play.  For example, at Josef Hoog Park there is only one shaded picnic table
facing the play area.  I reiterate: please plan to add shaded adult activity spaces.
I ask that the huge budget of $700,000 be used to provide activities for children, teens, and
adults in Hamilton Amphitheater Park. Although currently I do not visit often, I would go
several times weekly if adult fixed outdoor fitness equipment were installed there.

A bathroom renovation would also be welcomed but what’s wonderful about the current 
playground is the sand play option. We would love to have the sand area remain since both 
the rubberized surface and turf can get really hot in the summertime. 

I'm not sure if the playground can take up more of a footprint but if it was bigger that would 
be great! A plus of this playground is that is it geared for little toddlers vs big kids which 
gives them a safe way to play without a bigger kid running around potentially bumping them 
over. 

It would be nice to have exciting climbing features in the new playground at Hamilton, with 
a tower, and slides similar to the San Pablo Park in Berkeley. 

This Park has only parking for a few cars. Need more parking options 

Some of the slides are too high for younger kids and can be somewhat scary for them but 
overall everything else is great. 

Please keep it natural looking to reflect the surrounding area. Minimal plastic. No bright, 
garish colors. 

Working water fountain, access to bathrooms, seating, lunch table 

Need updated and bigger restrooms. 
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*Please add a children's water play feature, for which parents all over Novato have been
begging for many years. The drinking fountain there should make plumbing less difficult to
construct a water feature.
*Please upgrade the existing gazebo in size and with seating. Citizens all over Novato beg
for shade in parks, and the existing gazebo offers shade positioned optimally for
parents/caregivers to watch children in the play area. Adjacent to the park is The Bluffs at
Hamilton Hill. Areas that accommodate older adults would be highly desirable for those
residents and encourage intergenerational activities. Some cities might be concerned that
sleepers will invade the seating. Other communities prevent this by installing seating
designed to inhibit sleeping. Also, please consider installing two permanent game tables
under the gazebo, so that older brothers and sisters can occupy themselves with checker
and chess game pieces they bring.
*In the grassy area that faces the children's playground, please provide outdoor fitness
equipment designed for teens and adults. Install outdoor fitness equipment designed to
serve adult and teen wheelchair users, too. The flat parking area is good for disabled
individuals to park, and the flat lawn is a good location to install 6-8 pieces of fixed outdoor
fitness equipment designed for weight-bearing and aerobic exercises. Utilize the shade
from the beautiful deciduous tree overshadowing the lawn. Face the equipment toward the
children's play area so parents and grandparents work out while keeping an eye on their
children and provide enduring examples of maintaining health in front of their children. An
assisted living facility overlooks the park. Residents there will be glad to make their way to
outdoor fitness equipment in the Vitamin D building sunshine.
*Most of Novato's parks provide inadequate space for parents to be in the shade watching
their children play. For example, at Josef Hoog Park there is only one shaded picnic table
facing the play area. Asking the city to please plan to add shaded adult activity spaces.
The generous budget of $700,000 can be used to provide activities for children, teens, and
adults in Hamilton Amphitheater Park. If fixed adult outdoor fitness equipment were
installed at Hamilton amphitheater park close to the low income senior housing it may
encourage those residents to use the park and exercise there as well. It’s a large and
beautiful park, central to the entire housing development.

Make the park more suitable for younger children. While Hoog park is really nice, it’s best 
for kids over the age of 5 
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