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CITY OF NOVATO
CALIFORNIA

Multicultural Advisory Commission

Draft Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, May 27, 2026 - 6:00 PM

Novato City Hall, 901 Sherman Ave

A. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL
The meeting was called to order by Chair Solis at 6:00pm
Commissioners Present: Aguila, Aikens, Dela Cruz, Fink, Le, Luk, Meacham, Solis
Commissioners Absent: Skinner
Staff Present: Director of Parks, Recreation and Community Services, Katie Gauntlett,
Community Services Division Manager, Drew Bendickson, Recreation Division Manager,
Alexandra Kambur

B. APPROVAL OF FINAL AGENDA

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Meacham and seconded by
Commissioner Aikens, the Commission voted 8-0-0-1 to approve the final agenda.

Ayes: Aguila, Aikens, Dela Cruz, Fink, Le, Luk, Meacham, Solis
Noes:

Abstain:

Absent: Skinner

Motion Carried

C. PUBLIC COMMENT
None

D. CONSENT ITEMS
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D.1 Approve the meeting minutes from April 22, 2026

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Aguila and seconded by Commissioner
Aikens, the Commission voted 8-0-0-1 to approve the meeting from April 22, 2016.

Ayes: Aguila, Aikens, Dela Cruz, Fink, Le, Luk, Meacham, Solis
Noes:

Abstain:

Absent: Skinner

Motion Carried

UNFINISHED AND OTHER BUSINESS
None.
GENERAL BUSINESS

F.1. Receive an Update on the 2026 Juneteenth Celebration Event and Discuss Interest
in Future Juneteenth Celebrations

Community Services Division Manager, Bendickson, provided a brief update on the City of
Novato’'s 2026 Juneteenth celebration while inviting the commission’s guidance on future
observances. He began by grounding the discussion in the history and significance of
Juneteenth - the 1865 announcement of freedom to enslaved people in Texas, its enduring
meaning for Black Americans, and its designation as a federal holiday in 2021.

Following an April request from community members to ensure Novato honors Juneteenth
in a meaningful way, staff explored options within the constraints of the holiday, when city
employees are unavailable. To create an accessible and culturally rich celebration, staff
partnered with the downtown Novato Farmers Market and secured Grammy nominated
accordionist Andre Thierry to host an evening performance rooted in French Creole and
Zydeco traditions. His set will run from 6:00 — 8:00 PM on the Civic Green, following the
market’s regular musician, offering a free, communitywide celebration. With plans for 2026
in place, Bendickson explained that staff will return to the Commission with a report back
on this year’s event and to seek the Commission’s direction for Juneteenth in 2027.

Commissioners expressed strong appreciation for staff’s swift work in launching Novato’s
Juneteenth celebration, while consistently encouraging a more robust, community driven
approach in future years. Their feedback emphasized expanding educational elements
about Juneteenth’s significance, increasing youth and community participation, highlighting
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and partnering with Black -owned businesses, and recognizing African American residents
of Novato. Several commissioners noted that with more planning time, the event could
grow substantially, and they underscored the importance of guidance from Novato’s Black
community to shape the celebrations, including broader outreach for performers and
cultural programming.

Public Comment:
o Samarra Fong

F.2. Discuss 2026 United Against Hate Week Programming and Provide Direction to Staff

Bendickson provided a presentation on United Against Hate Week, which will be observed
the week of October 18-24, 2026, which has deep roots in the Bay Area. Emerging in 2017
as a community response to white supremacist rallies and later expanding to more than
200 participating communities nationwide. Bendickson explained that Novato has long
supported the campaign through proclamations and multicultural programming, but from
2022-2024 its standalone panel discussion events struggled to draw meaningful
attendance despite strong promotion. In 2025, following the Commission’s direction to
rethink the model, the city shifted to a community embedded approach by hosting an
interactive booth at the Downtown Novato Farmers Market. The prompt invited residents to
share something kind they had done, seen, or felt. It generated enthusiastic engagement,
resulting in thousands of social media views, positive comments, and recognition from the
official United Against Hate Week account. With clear evidence that this format resonates,
the Commission is now being asked to guide the 2026 direction: either continue the
successful prompt-based engagement with a fresh question or introduce a new
participatory concept. Bendickson presented an option where community members could
contribute to a “community faces mural” symbolizing belonging and representation.

Commissioners offered thoughtful guidance on refining the 2026 United Against Hate
Week approach.

Commission Action: Upon motion by Commissioner Luk and seconded by Commissioner
Solis the Commission voted 8-0-0-1 to choose option #1 and return to the Downtown
Novato Farmers Market with a new prompt, and consideration for a date earlier to allow for
more sunlight.

Ayes: Aguila, Aikens, Dela Cruz, Fink, Le, Luk, Meacham, Solis

Noes:

Abstain:

Absent: Skinner

Motion Carried

G. COMMITTEE PROPOSED AGENDA ITEM(S)
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None

COMMITTEE AND LIAISON REPORTS

H.1. Commissioner Reports

Commissioner Meacham is looking forward to the Pride Flag Raising Ceremony. Commissioner
Aikens highlighted the success of the Downtown Novato Farmers Market. Commissioner Fink
reported that Community Action Marin is celebrating its 60-year Anniversary.

New Commissioners Fink, Dela Cruz, and Meacham introduced themselves to the Commission
and provided brief overviews of their experience.

H.2. Staff Liaison Reports
Bendickson highlighted the upcoming Pride Flag Raising Ceremony on June 1st, the June 9th

City Council Proclamation recognizing the month of June as Pride Month in Novato, and the
Juneteenth Celebration on June 16th featuring Andre Theirry.

. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned by Chair Solis at 7:14pm

| HERBY CERTIFY that the foregoing minutes were duly adopted at the MAC Commission
meeting of July 22, 2026.
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Katie Dunn, Administrative Technician
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