
 

DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS COMMUNITY CAR 

OFRENDA “ALTAR” DISPLAY INFORMATION AND 

APPLICATION 
(Altars displayed in car trunks) 

Event Information 

Event Date: Saturday, October 24, 2026 

Event Time: 3:00 PM – 6:00 PM 

Location: Sherman Avenue, Downtown Novato 

Thank you for your interest in participating in the City of Novato's 2026 Día de los Muertos 

Celebration! 

The Community Car Ofrenda “Altar” Display offers individuals, families, schools, nonprofits, 

and community organizations the opportunity to create a meaningful ofrenda in the back of a 

parked vehicle. These displays honor loved ones, celebrate cultural traditions, and help educate 

visitors about the cultural significance of Día de los Muertos. 

Participation is free; however, space is limited to 10 vehicles. Submission of an application does 

not guarantee participation. Applications will be reviewed by Parks and Recreation staff to create 

a diverse and meaningful display representative of our community.  

Application Deadline: Friday, September 25, 2026 

Selected participants will be notified by Friday, October 2, 2026

 

Eligibility 

Community groups, schools, nonprofits, businesses, families, and individuals are welcome to 

apply. Displays should focus on honoring the traditions and significance of Día de los 

Muertos and should not primarily serve as advertisements or commercial promotions. One 

8 ½ x 11” flyer is permitted to advertise the business or organization hosting or sponsoring 

the display. 

Participation is free; however, space is limited to 10 vehicles. Submission of an application 

does not guarantee participation. 



The City of Novato reserves the right to select participants based on the quality, appropriateness, 

educational value, and diversity of proposed displays. Applications will be evaluated on how 

well they reflect the spirit and traditions of Día de los Muertos, the community and City of 

Novato.

 

Participant Guidelines 

Participants agree to the following: 

• Vehicles must arrive during the assigned check-in time and remain parked until the event 

concludes. 

• Approved vehicles include sedans, SUVs, minivans, pickup trucks, and hatchbacks. 
Trailers, RVs, buses, and other oversized vehicles are not permitted. 

• One 8 ½ x 11” flyer is permitted to advertise the business or organization hosting or 

sponsoring the display. No additional sales, solicitation, fundraising, or active 

marketing are permitted as part of the display. Participants may not distribute 

promotional materials, advertise products or services, or use their display primarily for 

commercial purposes 

• Participants are responsible for providing, setting up and removing all decorations. 

• Displays must be family-friendly, respectful, and honor the cultural traditions and 

significance of Día de los Muertos. Displays may not include: 

o  Any political statements or persons 

o  Images depicting the sale or consumption of alcohol, tobacco, drugs, promotion 

of gambling, racism, homophobia, discrimination, violence, or sexual contact of 

any kind 

o Any copyrighted, trademarked logos or tag lines 

• Alcohol, barbecues, grills, generators, propane tanks, open flames, fireworks, and 

other hazardous materials or activities are not permitted.  

• Participants may not prepare or serve homemade or prepackaged food or beverages from 

their display. 

• Only battery-operated or LED candles may be used. Open flames are prohibited. 

• Electricity will not be provided. 

• Decorations must be secured to withstand wind and weather. 



• The City of Novato reserves the right to request modifications to or remove any display 

that is determined to be unsafe, inappropriate, or inconsistent with the purpose of the 

event. 

• Participants are responsible for their own vehicle and personal belongings. The City of 

Novato is not responsible for lost, stolen, or damaged property. 

• This is an outdoor event and will be held rain or shine unless weather conditions are 

deemed unsafe by the City. Participants are responsible for protecting and securing their 

displays from weather conditions, including wind and light rain. 

Photography & Media Release 

The City of Novato may photograph or record the event for promotional and educational 

purposes. By participating, you grant permission for photographs or video of your display and 

you to be used in City publications, social media, and other promotional materials without 

compensation. 
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DÍA DE LOS MUERTOS CAR OFRENDA “ALTAR” 

DISPLAY APPLICATION 
Submit completed applications by email to novatofun@novato.gov or in person at the Margaret 

Todd Senior Center (1560 Hill Road, Novato). 

Primary Contact Information: 

 

Name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone #: _______________________   E-mail: _____________________________________ 

Business/Organization Information (if applicable): 

 

Business/Organization Name:  ____________________________________________________ 

Business/Organization Address: ___________________________________________________ 

Business/Organization Website: ___________________________________________________ 

Business/Organization Instagram/Facebook Handle: __________________________________ 
 
Vehicle Information:  

 

All vehicles must be identified on the application and are subject to approval by the City of 

Novato. Vehicle substitutions after approval must receive prior authorization from the City. 

☐ I understand that my vehicle and all decorations, props, and display elements must fit entirely 

within one standard parking space assigned by the City of Novato. Displays may not extend into 

adjacent parking spaces, pedestrian walkways, or emergency access routes. 

 

Vehicle Make and Model: ________________________________________________________ 

Vehicle Color: _________________________ License Plate Number: _____________________ 

Insurance Requirements -All display vehicles must be currently registered and insured in 

accordance with California law. Vehicle owners must provide proof of insurance upon request 

and are responsible for any loss of or damage to their vehicle during the event. 

 



About Your Car Altar: 

Please describe your altar and its significance. 

Tell us about the story behind your display, the people or traditions you are honoring, and any 

meaningful elements visitors should know about: 

What items do you plan to include? (Check all that apply.)

☐ Photographs ☐ Marigolds/Flowers ☐ Papel Picado ☐ Sugar Skulls

☐ Candles (LED only)   ☐ Personal Memorabilia

☐ Other:

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

Hold Harmless, Responsibility: I understand that I shall be held responsible for any and all loss, 

accidents, injury or damage to persons or property which result from this activity. The undersigned, on 

behalf of Participant, shall indemnify, defend, and hold harmless City of Novato, its officials, officers, 

employees, agents, representatives, and volunteers from and against any and all claims, losses, liabilities or 

damages, demands and actions, including payment of reasonable attorney’s fees, arising out of, resulting 

from, or in any manner connected with, in whole or in part, the performance or non-performance of any 

activities authorized pursuant to or contemplated by this application. The foregoing obligation of Participant 

shall not apply when (1) the injury, loss of life, damage to property, or violation of law arises solely from 

the sole negligence or willful or active misconduct of the City, its officials, officers, employees, agents, 

representatives, and volunteers; and (2) the actions of Participant or its employees, subcontractor, or agents 

have contributed in no part to the injury, loss of life, damage to property, or violation of law.    

I HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGE THAT I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD THE 

FOREGOING AND HEREBY AGREE TO COMPLY WITH THE FOREGOING TERMS. 

Signature of Applicant or Representative: ___________________________ 

Date: _____________________ 

OFFICE USE ONLY: 

Date Rec’d: _______    Application Completed:  ☐ Yes    ☐ No     Vehicle Approved:  ☐ Yes    ☐ No 

Display Approved:  ☐ Yes     ☐ No        Selection Status: ☐ Accepted  ☐ Not Selected ☐ Waitlisted

Space #:  _______ 
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